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IT IS almost five years now since Searchlight first warned that immigration laws 
in this country would move much closer to those in France and other European 
countries, and in the process shift the emphasis from immigrant to migrant 
workers to meet the requirements of an uncertain labour market. 

The case of the Filipino workers (page 17) is a foretaste of what is likely to hap- 
pen if the Nationality Bill becomes law. Court rulings will be sought to establish 
precedents of a retrospective character that will uproot workers who have been 
here for years. In these particular cases it is generally conceded that many of them 
were the victims of unscrupulous agencies, many of which have now been closed 
down. But the case of the Filipino workers focuses attention on the general posi- 
tion of the 12,000,000 or so migrant workers in Europe. 

As we have noted in the past, the industrialised European countries have 
created a semi-colonial structure within their own boundaries. Migrant workers 
in Europe have to depend on a combination of ‘good reports’ from both 
employer and police for work permits and residential permits. This often means 
that they are frightened to fight for decent conditions when they find themselves 
badly paid, and working in conditions that other workers would not stand for. 
Their rights to organise and join unions are consequently limited, through fear. 

The demonstration against the Nationality Bill on April 5 was a reflection of 
the desire of many people, particularly among Asian organisations, to prevent the 
British government from extending such a system to this country. If there was a 
weakness it was in the response of other organisations, especially the trade unions 
who have gone on record expressing their opposition to the Nationality Bill, but 
have yet to grasp fully just how it would be used to create even greater divisions 
amongst working people. 


Brixton 


THIS month’s Searchlight had to be prepared earlier because of the Easter holi- 
day, and news of the events in Brixton came in as we were going to press. 
Although we haven’t had much time to assess all the facts we can make a number 
of observations. : 

The violence that took place on the weekend of 11 April was a reaction to con- 
ditions and quality of life that have become increasingly intolerable for many 
people in inner city areas. This is particularly the case for black youths who not 
only have a far higher rate of unemployment than white youths but face the cen- 
tral issue of racism and police harassment as well. 

Despite repeated warnings of the growing tension and anger within black com- 
munities over these conditions, all we have had from successive governments is a 
series of enquiries and platitudes that have only led to disillusionment with 
Parliament and the Judiciary. 

Sir David McNee has again come out with the excuse we have heard so often; 
that it is all part of a conspiracy, of sinister outside forces, of white extremists us- 
ing blacks. The implication being that blacks can’t think for themselves and that 
they would be content to accept things as they are, without these ‘outside in- 
fluences’. We can certainly agree with McNee that there were outside influences, 
but not the ones he means. They are the policies of governments that have allow- 
ed the run-down and decay of our inner cities, have ordered savage cuts in public 
services which have hit the areas of urban decay hardest and increased unemploy- 
ment to unprecedented levels. It is the social consequences of that kind of in- 
fluence we are starting to see. 

Last month we published a review of the Final Report of the Working Party in- 
to Community/Police Relations in Lambeth which clearly indicated that the rela- 
tionship between the two were almost at breaking point. It is the constant refusal 
of the Home Secretary (and his predecessor Merlyn Rees) to accept that this was 
the case that has contributed to the deterioration of the situation ... A report in 
the Daily Telegraph and confirmed by Scotland Yard, described a massive police 
operation named ‘Swamp 81’, which took place in Brixton for the five days 
leading up to the weekend, exactly two years after an operation of a similar kind 
which led to the setting up of the Lambeth enquiry. 

Another matter for concern is the BBC report by John Clare in which he stated 
that some police officers were seen carrying illegal weapons, an issue raised after 
the death of Blair Peach. 

Though the police are once again at the centre of a conflict with the black com- 
munity, we should not lose sight of those who are politically responsible for the 
situation and whose policies have led to a feeling of increasing alienation by black 
people in Britain. 
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AFTER SEVERAL months delay, 
one of the most offensive examples 
of crude racist, anti-Semitic pro- 
paganda, has appeared in the shape 
of a Dandy or Beano style comic 
called the Stormer, the English 
translation of the notorious anti- 
Semitic paper Der Sturmer which 
was edited by Julius Streicher in 
Nazi Germany. 

Its contents include a cowboy 
feature entitled ‘Billy the Yid’ which 
shows a Nazi cowboy shooting a bandit 
who is depicted as a Jew, and finally 
ends up with his body being devoured 
by pigs. There is an item called ‘Focus 
On Fact — Jewish Ritual Murder’ 
which shows Jews sacrificing Gentile 
children for their blood, and another, 
called ‘Sambo — The chocolate col- 
oured coon’, ends with white children 
in Klan hoods burning a black child; a 
caption reads ‘This is better than foot- 
ball’. Not only is there no doubt that 
this obscenity is in breach of the Race 
Relations Act and is a conspiracy to in- 
cite racial hatred, but it proudly carries 
a banner stating — ‘HM Government 


Health Department’s Warning: This 
Publication Contravenes The Race 
Relations Act!’ It is quite obviously an 
open and deliberate flouting of the 
law. 

What are the facts behind this publica- 
tion and who is really responsible for finan- 
cing it? According to a report in the Daily 
Mirror, Robert Relf claimed that it was his 
brain child and Robert Edwards the racist 
cartoonist (until recently a leading member 
of the League of St. George and currently 
of the National Front Constitutional Move- 
ment) admitted that they were his drawings. 
Not that he could have done otherwise since 
the style is unmistakable. 


Limelight 


Whilst there is no doubt about the role Ed- 
wards has played, the same cannot be said 
about Relf. It has been widely rumoured in- 
side the various Front groups that Relf 
seemed to be determined to get himself 
back into the limelight, and judging from 
his recent output of letters and leaflets, it is 
a rumour that obviously has some basis. In 
recent months he has written several ex- 
tremely racist letters to Mr William 
Whitelaw, the Home Secretary, and has 
resumed political activities by supporting 


the New National Front. Relf’s latest effort 
was the distribution of a leaflet attacking 
Peter Hain and calling upon all ‘‘true na- 
tionalists’’ to join him in the Shed at 
Chelsea football ground on 21 March. The 
language in it gives some idea of his recent 
ravings — he refers to Peter Hain’s ‘‘smel- 
ly, obscene nigger-loving Wog and Dago 
friends in the Anti-Nazi League’’. And to 
make sure there is no doubt about its source 
he puts his name, address and telephone 
number on the bottom of the leaflet. 


Interview 


Edwards has gone out of his way to focus 
attention towards Relf by claiming that the 
people behind Stormer were in the 
Midlands. In an interview with Mike 
Williams in the Holborn Guardian 27 
March he said: ‘‘I was approached by peo- 
ple from the Midlands to draw a series of 
private commissions. I did it for the money 
but I did not realise that these cartoons 
would eventually appear in this form. 

‘*T believe it is the work of a number of 
people on the ultra-right — names I do not 
know. 

‘‘Anyway as far as I am concerned these 
cartoons are just as harmless as the Beano 
— all this fuss is just a lot of nonsense over 
nothing’’. 


Searchlight’s investigations show 
however that Edwards played a leading role 
in the scheme from the outset, that the peo- 
ple involved with him were not in the 
Midlands, as he would have everyone 
believe, but in the South. Relf was re- 
activated and egged on to resume his letter 
writing campaign, and rumours spread 
about him wanting to be a ‘martyr’ again 
for a purpose. 


CEDADE 


When we spoke to Relf he admitted telling 
the Daily Mirror what they reported but 
then said: ‘‘I was just going along with it’’. 
We asked what he meant. He told us that 
Edwards visited him in Leamington early 
last autumn and showed him a number of 
drawings he had done, explaining that they 
were for a racist comic. He then asked him 
if he could help to find someone to print 
them. Relf said: ‘‘I didn’t think it was 
possible to find anyone round here to print 
that kind of stuff . All I can do myself is a 
few thousand leaflets. I wasn’t really in- 
volved but it must be somebody with 
money. Anyhow I couldn’t find the kind of 
money to print 150,000. 

“‘Some time later Edwards phoned me 
and told me it was alright and not to bother 
looking since he had found someone down 
south but in the end they had to get them 
done in Spain, by CEDADE I think.”’ 

Searchlight then put it to Relf that the 
word going round NF and British Move- 
ment in the London area was that a promi- 
nent member of the League of St. George 
had dismissed the press report that Relf was 
behind the Stormer as nonsense, and was 
claiming that the money was put up by 
another leading member of the National 
Front Constitutional Movement, carpet 
warehouse owner Jimmy Styles. He also 
claimed that Relf had only been contacted 
and given a peripheral involvement because 
they wanted someone as a ‘‘fall-guy’’ in the 
outcry that was expected when the Stormer 
appeared. 

Relf’s reaction was emphatic: ‘‘That’s 
what they may think, that I’m a fall-guy, 
but I had nothing to do with it. They can’t 
blame me.’’ 


Brady 


A clue to the identity of the ‘prominent 
League member’ may well be found on 
page three of Stormer. A series of drawings 
depict a class room situation, entitled ‘The 
Multi-Racial Lesson’, in which a left-wing 
teacher is eventually destroyed with a petrol 
bomb by a skinhead. The teacher is an un- 
mistakable caricature of Steven Brady, who 
was until recently the League’s Interna- 
tional Liaison Officer. Brady and Edwards 
became arch enemies following a beating 
Edwards received after a League meeting 
last year. 

Edward’s vague replies concerning to 
whom he gave the drawings and his efforts 
to steer attention to the Midlands clearly in- 
dicates an attempt to protect those really 
behind what must rank as one of the most 
vicous and revolting pieces of racist and 
anti-Semitic propaganda distributed in this 
country. 
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Top: Edward's caricature of a ‘red’ teacher — who bears a strong resemblance to the 
League’s Overseas Liaison Officer Steve Brady as he is represented in Edward's Diksmuide 


cartoon (below). 


New National 


Front seek 
STAG image 


JOHN TYNDALL’s New National 
Front is only making slow headway as 
it seeks to build itself into a viable op- 
position to the Webster/Brons 
dominated Front, from which he broke 
away last year. One thing Tyndall 
keeps stressing is that he is determined 
to project a different image to that of 
the Front under Webster. Image means 
a great deal to the austere Tyndall. Not 
for him the skinheads and punks; his 
youth organisation will be more 
disciplined with correct dress and short 
back and side haircuts. Moreover he 
has instructed his members to appear 
neatly dressed and not to smoke or 
keep their hands in their pockets when 
on marches. 

In the March Spearhead, Tyndall an- 
nounced the formation of a NNF 
youth division ‘Young Nationalists’. 
Kevin Randall was made National Of- 
ficer and has, according to Spearhead, 
appointed four of the several regional 
officers. Grimsby organiser is named 
as Sharon Noble, daughter of Jack No- 
ble (see Searchlight No.68 February 
1981) who has according to Spearhead 
‘‘inherited her Father’s (sic) dedication 
and courage’’. The Northern area of- 
ficer is David Ball, a student at the 
University of Durham, who has been a 
NF member for several years. The 
Leeds organiser is Frank Anguige. 

Tyndall goes to great lengths to con- 
tinually emphasise his opposition to one 
particular subject that has pre-occupied 
him since the split — homosexuality. He 
has reached new heights in this respect with 
the formation of an elite corps with the un- 
mistakably heterosexual sounding initials 
STAG, which stands for ‘Special Tactical 
Activities Group’. Its members will be ex- 
pected to ‘‘engage in special duties deman- 
ding over and above the degree of service 
and commitment expected of the ordinary 
member’’, and they will be expected to be 
on call ‘‘for instant operations’’ 

Tyndall sternly tells potential members of 
his elite corps: ‘‘Only work or illness will be 
considered as adequate excuses for non- 
attendance’’ (offenders will no doubt be 
confined to barracks), and selection will on- 
ly be after ‘‘satisfying the interviewing of- 
ficer that they are of the required 
standard’’. 

Not that Tyndall is forgetful of his 
priorities. One of STAG’s duties, he is 
quick to point out, will be ‘‘responsibility 
for the personal safety of the leader of the 
party’’, or in other words, John Tyndall. 
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| VISITED London recently and 


Walls and billboards, particularly in the 
underground, are covered with Nazi 
graffiti. 


The Union Jack, corrupted as the sym- 
bol of the National Front, is on posters 
everywhere, urging members of the public 
to attend their meetings. 


Around the West End, mobs of young 

le roam around, wearing swastikas 
and other Nazi emblems, shouting their 
hate at any coloured people they see. 


Scotland, and Glasgow in particular, is 
by no means perfect but at least the seeds 
of racist hate have failed to take root up 
here. 


Racists Persecute| -: 
Woman 


A WOMAN in Bookham, Surrey, has been 
the target of a vicious race hate campaign. 
The woman, the mother of 4 children, and 
whose husband is Asian, has found violent- 
ly racist stickers on her car, on the window 
of her local shop, and stuck on her friend’s 
home. 

The stickers say ‘‘More Work — No Wogs’’, 
and show a picture of a group of Asians partly 
obliterated by crosses, and a picture of a factory. 

The woman did not want her name printed 
because she fears attacks on her husband and 
children. She said of the stickers: 

‘*They were obviously put up by someone who 
lives near and knows me and where I shop. The 
friend is someone I don’t visit but whom I see 
when walking the dog. We have obviously been 
seen talking together. I have spoken to the man 
in the grocery shop and he has told me to carry 
on going there as the sticker did not worry him. I 
have been married for 17 years and this is the 
first time such a thing has happened. I don’t 
know why people should do such a thing. My 
husband is a professional man who works hard, 
pays taxes and insurance and contributes to the 
country.”’ 

She now lives in fear that someone might hurl 
a brick through her window. She said, ‘‘My sense 
of freedom has gone. The stickers have started to 
haunt me, I cannot get them out of my mind. I 
have forbidden the children to go out without my 
husband or myself. I am worried about their 
safety as the person or persons who put up such 
things cannot be very nice’’. 

At nearby Dorking, an underpass has been 
daubed with slogans proclaiming the advent of 
the ‘‘Fourth Reich’’. 


POISON OF 
THE NAZIS 


soccer fans, but their passion is largely for 
the love of their own people, not for the 
hatred of others. 


poison on your own streets, I’ll take my 


was shocked the rar of chances with a tartan clad, chanting Scots- 
open racism in aig man any time. 
D.L., Nicshitt. 


Reprinted from Glasgow Evening Times 5 
March 1981. 


The London authorities decry our 


No London, until you can destroy the. 


Acton CRC 
office 
vandalised 


Racist thugs wrecked the office of Ealing’s Com- 
munity Relations Council at Acton, London, on 
28th March. Windows were smashed and wiring 
ripped up, causing £600 damage. A slogan ‘‘Race 
mixers out’’ was sprayed on the front door. 
Stickers, claimed to be from a group called the 
‘White Defence Force’? had the captions 
‘*Blacks not wanted here’’ and ‘‘Smash race mix- 


Ss”? 


Blacks Not 
Wanted 
Here ! 


WHITE DEFEN#E FORCE 


SMASH 
RACE- 
MIXERS 


LONDON WHITE DEFENSE FORCE 


Stickers found on the front door of Ealing 
CRC after the attack. 


Acton’s community relations officer, Yinnon 
Ezra, said he believed the so-called ‘‘White 
Defence Force’’ might be a splinter group of the 
National Front or British Movement. He said: 
‘‘These people are not local. We have not had 
any racial or political violence here for quite 
some time’’. 

There have been 2 previous break-ins, and last 
year meths was poured through the letter box 
and set alight, causing minor damage. 


Latin America: Thousands murdered 


by Government-backed ‘Death Squads’ 


SOME OF THE most notorious right-wing groups in the world operate in 
Latin America where thousands have died at the hands of “Death 
Squads’’. In many of these countries to become an active trades unionist, 
or to work for a peasant organisation is to be labelled a ‘communist’ and 
seriously risk being summarily murdered by one of these groups. But, con- 
trary to the impression often given, these organisations are not always in- 
dependent political groups. Often their sponsors are governments seeking 
to maintain their position by terrorising the population. In this report, 
drawing heavily on work already carried out by Amnesty International 
and other human rights groups, we look at the relationship in Guatemala 
and EI Salvador between the death squads and the governments of those 


countries. 


The aftermath of the 1979 police raid on the Spanish 7 


Embassy in Guatemala City. Three 


thousand demonstrators bear the coffins of 22 victims of the attack. 


IN 1980, 3,000 people died at the hands 
of death squads in Guatemala. Accor- 
ding to Amnesty International a fur- 
ther 364 are still unaccounted for. 
Since the present government of Presi- 
dent Romero Lucas Garcia took power 
in 1978, more than 5,000 people have 
been the victims of death squads, and 
the rate of illegal executions is actually 
increasing. 

Most of these murders have been 
claimed by two right-wing groups — the 
Death Squadrons, and the Secret Anti- 
Communist Army (ESA). Working on a 
crude division of labour the Death 


6 


Squadrons claim to murder ‘degenerates’ 
and ‘criminals’, while the ESA take care of 
‘subversives’ and ‘communists’. According 
to the police the Death Squadrons killed 
1,224 people in 1979, and the ESA 3,254 in 
the first nine months of that year. 

The current wave of terror dates back to 
1966 when regular military operations fail- 
ed to quell a popular guerilla uprising in the 
country. Members of the right-wing Na- 
tional Liberation Movement which in 1954 
had successfully overthrown the reforming 
government of Colonel Jacobo Arbenz in an 
American-backed coup, took the initiative 
in setting up MANO (National Organised 
Anti-Communist Movement) which became 


known as the White Hand after the symbol 
it adopted to identify itself. Within a year a 
further twenty such groups had emerged. 
Mario Alcaron, later to become the coun- 
try’s Vice President, and Secretary General 
of the MLN, said in 1967 that ‘‘The army 
was demoralised by the guerillas last year 
until we organised the White Hand’’. 


Links exposed 


But the links between the regime and the 
terror groups were quickly exposed: in 1969 
the Guatemalan Committee for the Defence 
of Human Rights presented a 200-page 
report to the Human Rights commissions of 
the United Nations and the Organisation of 
American States, in which they revealed 
that the headquarters of the White Hand 
were at the Central Army Barracks in 
Matamoros, and that the headquarters of 
another death squad, the New Anti- 
Communist Organisation (NOA), were 
situated at La Aurora Air Force Base. NOA 
leaflets, they revealed, had in fact been 
distributed by the military. 

Further evidence emerged in the form of 
testimony from a police officer, Lauro 
Alvarado y Alvarado, who confessed that 
he had taken part in the systematic cam- 
paign of murder which was launched in 
1966. Alvarado, who made his admission 
while on trial for an unofficial murder, was 
hurriedly executed by the regime. 

The links between the death squads and 
the regime still exist. Although the govern- 
ment of President Garcia still claims that 
the deaths are the work of independent 
groups of extremists, their arguments are 
wearing thin. According to Elias Barahona 
y Barahona, a former official in the 
Ministry of the Interior who resigned and 
fled the country in 1980, the death squads 
are still directly organised by the security 
services. Barahona’s job in the Ministry was 
to present the murders to the media as the 
results of open warfare between right- and 
left-wing extremists. To this end, notepaper 
letterheaded with the names of the ESA and 
the Death Squadrons was actually stored in 
the Ministry for use in claiming respon- 
sibility for killings. Barahona claims that 
the death lists themselves, which are fre- 
quently published as a means of terrorising 
the political opposition, were compiled in 
the office of ‘Military Transmissions’ on 
the fourth floor of the National Palace, 
from the files of Military Intelligence and 
the National Police, all of which were hous- 
ed in the Palace. The lists were subsequent- 
ly approved at meetings of the Ministers of 
Defence and the Interior, and the Chief of 
General Staff of the Army. The murder 
operations were co-ordinted by a team 
made up of the Chiefs of the Presidential 


Staff and Military Intelligence, and the 
head of the Military Intelligence Archive. 
Carrying out the executions were units of 
the army and the National Police. 

In the light of this and other evidence, a 
report prepared in 1980 by Amnesty Inter- 
national concluded simply that it did ‘‘not 
accept government assertions that all or 
most of the killings . . . are the result of 
armed conflicts or are the work of agents 
operating independently and out of the 
government’s control’’. 

In El Salvador the situation is little dif- 
ferent. When the dictatorship of General 
Carlos Humberto Romero was overthrown 
in October 1979 it was replaced by a 
military-civilian junta which pledged itself 
to release all political prisoners and 
guaranteed human rights. Since then 
however, more than 12,000 Salvadoreans 
have been the victims of political violence. 


A member of the Policia Militar Ambulante 
(PMA), mobile military police, one of the 
security units said to be responsible for the 
seizure and “disappearance” of trade union 
leaders in Guatemala. 


Like the Guatemalan government the 
regime in El Salvador tries to attribute the 
deaths to warfare between the far right and 
the far left, but as in Guatemala there is 
considerable evidence that government 
sponsored death squads are responsible for 
the bulk of the killing. 


Organisation identified 


The organisation continually singled out for 
blame by human rights organisations, 
reporters and newsteams is the semi-official 
ORDEN (National Democratic Organisa- 
tion), a militia which operates in tandem 
with units of the army and the National 
Guard and which provides an army of in- 
formers in the towns and villages. In 
November 1979 the new regime announced 
that ORDEN was to be dissolved, but even 
since then the organisation has, in the 
words of Amnesty International ‘‘con- 
tinued to be a principal auxiliary of lawful 
security forces. Local ORDEN personnel 
were named in innumerable reports since 
November 1979 as having assisted security 
forces in identifying suspected ‘subversives’ 


and in the detention and murder of these in- 
dividuals. No concrete measures were taken 
to dismantle the ORDEN organisation nor 
to break the relationship between the police 
and military and ORDEN. No arms were 
confiscated from the tens of thousands of 
ORDEN members nor was any member 
reported arrested for abuses of human 
rights’’. 

But the connection goes further than 
mere co-operation. A member of the ruling 
junta, Dr Guillermo Ungo, who resigned in 
January 1980, revealed at a press con- 
ference that ORDEN had been ‘“‘a part of 
the repressive machinery’’. It was, he said, 
run by a staff of forty people from offices 
in the Presidential Palace, and it had 
thousands of members. 


Combined operations 


Amongst the thousands of murders which 
have been attributed to combined opera- 
tions by ORDEN and the National Guard, 
many have involved the killing of children 
and old people. The terror, which has ac- 
tually increased since the junta took power 
is clearly aimed at intimidating into submis- 
sion a whole people opposed to the regime. 
Since the junta took over an average of 
seven people a day have died as a result of 
political violence, most of them at the 
hands of ORDEN and the groups it works 
with. In January 1980 alone, for instance, 
132 people died; in February a further 271, 
and 130 in the first week of March. The 
pace has not slackened since then. 


US Senators 


ORDEN are also the leading organisation 
int he Broad national Front, a coalition of 
far-right groups, which includes El 
Salvador’s other important death squad the 
White Warriors Union (UGB). The UGB is 
headed by Roberto D’Abuisson, a retired 
army major in his late 30s. In May of last 
year he was arrested by the junta for plot- 
ting with the deposed President Romero 
and retired colonel Eduardo Irabeta to 
overthrow the regime and _ re-establish 
themselves in power. Under the Romero 
regime D’Abuisson was alleged to have 
been responsible for the torture of political 
prisoners. Only a month before his arrest he 
visited the United States as a guest of the 
right-wing lobby, the American Security 
Council. When arrested in El Salvador 
police found a list — which he tried to 
destroy — of four United States senators 
who would support an attempted coup. The 
senators were Strom Thurmond, Richard 
Stone, Harry Byrd and S.I. Hayakawa. 

Like ORDEN, the White Warriors Union 
is, according to Amnesty International, 
linked to the armed forces. In February 
1980, for instance, Norma Guevara, the 
Youth Secretary of National Democratic 
Union disappeared. Police denied that she 
had been arrested, and the White Warriors 
Union announced that they were holding 
her and would execute her if hostages held 
by an opposition group were not released. 
After considerable protests however, the 
police admitted on February 26th that they 
were holding her, and they later released 
her for lack of evidence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


NF TROUBLEMAKERS BARRED FROM 
HOTEL : 

The National Front have been banned from the 
Cumbrian Hotel in Carlisle, following an inci- 
dent in which a group of about a dozen NF 
members swore at, and threw drinks over, a 
black waitress. Alistair Risk, manager of the 
Cumbrian, said that the National Front had used 
one of the hotel bars as a meeting place for 
several months. He said: 

‘‘We did nothing as long as they behaved 
themselves. But after they caused trouble in 
other bars we had to take action. The National 
Front is not welcome here under any cir- 
cumstances. This is being done not because they 
are National Front members, but because they 
are trouble-makers. They appear to be interested 
only in aggravation’’. 


BM PELT MP 


The British Movement was believed to be respon- 
sible for a rotten potato attack on Robert Hicks, 
Tory MP for Bodmin, on March 13th. Mr Hicks 
was taking part in a debate at St Austell, about 
nuclear weapons, along with Arthur Scargill, the 
miners leader. 

Three skinheads, wearing Union Jack tee- 
shirts, began to shout when Mr Hicks got up to 
speak. They shouted obscenities, and ‘‘Dirty 
Tory’’, before throwing a few rotten potatoes. 
Then then ran out of the lecture theatre, shouted 
‘Sieg Heil’’, and disappeared into the night. 
After a few minutes, the debate, attended by 
several hundred people, continued. 


ALBION FOOTBALL STAR WARNS OF NF 


Brendan Batson, black soccer star with West 
Bromwich Albion, has appealed to fans to ignore 
racist groups. The National Front have started a 
recruiting campaign outside the Albion’s 
ground. 

Brendon said: ‘‘Before in football there was 
always a bit of abuse towards coloured players, 
but it was mostly good humoured. This is entire- 
ly different and cannot be ignored. It doesn’t af- 
fect me personally when I am playing, but I have 
two young children and it worries me what they 
might have to face. I see 14 year old kids walking 
around wearing swastikas. Most of them are ac- 
ting like sheep and just following a dangerous 
trend. But there is a dangerous and determined 
minority of people trying to exploit them’’. 


NF MAGAZINE IN HARLOW 


A magazine supporting the National Front has 
been started in Harlow, Essex. Called Front, The 
Harlow Nationalist Newspaper, it attacks 
Harlow Council, the local Education Service, 
women who go to work, the Anti-Nazi League, 
supermarkets, advertising, the Race Relations 
Act, and Chinese take-aways. It claims that if 
only working mothers would ‘‘realise where their 
duty is’’ and stay at home to look after the kids, 
the unemployment problem in Britain would be 
solved. The magazine tells people not to buy any 
items advertised on TV. This, it claims, would 
lead to a drop in prices. ‘‘If you see it on the tel- 
ly, say ‘not on your nelly’,’’ it says. It accuses 
Harlow Anti-Nazi League of being formed by 
what it refers to as Marxist Jews of the Harlow 
Communist Party. The Front is printed by 
“*TA”’ Press. 


All quiet on the Nazi Front 


SOME MONTHs, Searchlight’s letter-box 
rattles with every post, as fascist magazine 
after fascist magazine plops into our of- 
fices. Recently there’s been a veritable orgy 
of rattling and plopping; it seems that all 
the fascists have been directing their racial 
energy into producing more and worse 
magazines. But suddenly there’s a silence, 
and, after such frenzied activity on type- 
writers and printing-presses, all those Nor- 
dic arms are dropping with exhaustion. 

Except for one pair of arms, which man- 
fully carries on the battle against sanity and 
good humour. Just in time, a familiar old 
rattle and plop announced the arrival of 
April’s edition of John Tyndall’s 
Spearhead. And for once Mr Tyndall 
achieves his ambition of being the only 
voice to be heard on the fascist scene; so all 
attention is directed to the wind-swept sea- 
front of Hove, where the lonely Fiihrer 
stands among the deckchairs and candy- 
floss stalls awaiting his moment of destiny. 

In his solitary vigil, on behalf of the New 
National Front, Mr Tyndall at least has 
some letters to bolster his spirits and to 
flush away the nagging doubts. So let’s start 
with Spearhead’s letter page. Predictably, 
there’s the regulation letter from ‘‘an or- 
dinary nationalist’ praising the extraor- 
dinary brilliance of a certain Mr Tyndall. 
You know the sort: Dear Sir, Your article in 
the last Spearhead was the most wonderful 
thing I have read since Mein Kampf, so let’s 
have more of Mr T, etc and etc. In this case 
the correspondent drools over Tyndall’s 
last article as ‘‘an excellent affirmation of 
the nationalist faith’’, and from the bottom 
of his jackboots declares that ‘‘it was very 
heartening to read, in so clear and concise a 
form, many of my own beliefs and aspira- 
tions’’. 

All very touching; and how Mr T loves to 
print that sort of letter. But it’s not all 
sycophantic prase in Spearhead’s letters 
column; some issues have to be thrashed 
out and duty sometimes calls for an ex- 
change of nationalist opinions, however 
pointed and sharp the resulting discussion 
might be. For example we have a controver- 
sy raised by Mr James Knight, BA from Ep- 
ping in Essex. 

Now, Mr Knight wants to add the weight 
of his opinion, and the authority of his BA 
degree, to ‘‘the recent debate on the Soviet 
Union’’ in order to correct certain ‘‘misin- 
formation and confusion’’. He’s particular- 
ly irked by a recent article in Spearhead 
(reprinted from the openly Nazi League 
Review) which had praised the Soviet 
Union as a racial paradise. True, concedes 
the intellectual of Epping, that ‘‘Vanguard 
nationalists can learn a great deal from the 
Soviet Union’’, but there are limits and ‘‘it 
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would be wrong to show much 
enthusiasm’’. 

Then, Mr Knight turns to the ‘‘criticisms 
of Dr Fields’? — the American leader of the 
anti-Semitic National States Rights Party — 
and proffers the opinion that the American 
doctor’s ‘‘obsession with Jews is 
confused’’. Has Mr Tyndall, in the search 
for an open-minded form of fascism, 
thrown his letters column open to those 
who wish to dissent from anti-Semitism? 
Well, no, not quite, that would be taking 
open discussion a bit too far. Read on. 

Mr Knight has his own particular version 
of events and it’s one anti-Semitic obsession 
versus another. It seems that Dr Fields 
made the elementary mistake (‘‘the classic 
error’’, no less) of supposing ‘‘that there is 
a conflict between Zionist and Communist 
Jews’’. Mr Tyndall is sure to be in vigorous 
agreement as Mr Knight goes on to assert 
that Jews, ‘‘with few exceptions’’, seek to 
‘inspire and use both Marxism and 
Capitalism at the same time’’, and will con- 
tinue to do so, as long as ‘‘nationalists keep 
getting their wires crossed’’. 

However, the real wire-crossing and dif- 
ferences of opinion do not concern anti- 
Semitism (where the opinions, in fact, only 
vary from the dreadful to the horrificly 
dreadful), but to the burning issue of what 
constitutes racially acceptable music. And 
here we have a letter which objects to 
something Mr T wrote in February’s 
Spearhead and so takes the sea-side Fiihrer 
to task for a Nordicly lax attitude to Coun- 
try and Western Music. 

In February, Mr T had written in praise 
of those New National Front members who 
were in the forefront of reviving the ancient 
Aryan traditions of rhine-stone, ten-gallon- 
hatted, cowboy music. The riposte, from 
R.D. Molesworth living in the wide, open 
prairies of Cheltenham, is straight to the 
point. Although Mr T had tried to reassure 
readers that Country and Western Music 
was of British origin, Mr Molesworth is 
none too sure of the Nordic credentials of 
Nashville: 


‘*The language in which it is sung is also 
of British origin but just as the language 
has developed a uniquely American ac- 
cent and character which I, for one, find 
distasteful, so too for the most part have 
the music and dancing. 


Mr M does concede that all the cowboy 
stuff is ‘‘not of course as alien as Negroid 
music’’, but nevertheless standards must be 
maintained, and Country and Western 
Music should be declared, officially from 
the Fiihrer bunker on the Hove promenade, 
as ‘‘alien’’ and thus ‘‘corruptive of British 


culture’’. 

Just to emphasise Mr M’s preference for 
‘‘ynadulterated home-grown’’ music, 
there’s a classified advertisement from the 
British Cultural Group, which has its HQ 
also on the prairies of Cheltenham. This ad 
is just below one for Nordic Twilight 
(which should rattle our letter-box shortly), 
a new publication from ‘Folk and Race’ — 
the mystic and unsavoury group led by Paul 
Jarvis, who’s been flitting in and out some 
of the most extreme Nazi groups for a 
number of years. 

ANYWAY the British Cultural Group, in 
its ad, invites suggestions of how ‘‘to pro- 
mote authentic music, regional and na- 
tional’’, and we can be sure that Nashville is 
not to be considered a region of Britain. If 
all this seems like a challenge to the un- 
challengeable authority of Mr T, let us just 
say that the Fiihrer seems to be mellowing 
during his rest-cure by the coast. Con- 
ciliatory to the point of utter 
reasonableness, Mr T, in an ‘‘editor’s 
note’’ which briskly follows Mr M’s letter, 
concedes that ‘‘pure British music’’ would 
be preferable to Country and Western 
(remember Mr T’s impassioned defence, 
last month, of Gilbert and Sullivan?), but 
at least those parts of Country and Western 
Music which are ‘‘Anglo-Celtic’’ are ‘‘a 
step in the right direction and preferable to 
what has assaulted our ears in the past’’. 
But of course, and we should all be Ab- 
solutely Clear on this point, though one 
might tap one’s jackboot in time to a Coun- 
try ditty, this does not mean ‘‘that we 
welcome British singers of such tunes im- 
itating American accents — something we 
find as objectionable, as does Mr 
Molesworth’’. 

There are limits, of course, beyond which 
a Fiihrer cannot travel without losing some 
of his dignity. The occasional Country and 
Western hoe-down is okay, but as for some 
of the wilder aspects of modern pop music . 
. . Yes, indeed there must be limits. But 
conciliation is the order of the day, and 
Spearhead’s back page contains an article 
entitled ‘Don’t Condemn Pop’ which is 
prefaced by a curious little editorial remark: 
‘‘Not all articles printed in Spearhead 
reflect the opinions of the editor. This is 
one such article which definitely does not 
do so’’. 

The author of the article on which Mr T 
has such definite opinions is Eddy Mor- 
rison, who a couple of years ago was the 
leader of a thuggish bunch of Nazis based 
in Leeds and who produced the barely 
literate and totally obnoxious British News. 
Mr Morrison clearly likes his musical relax- 
ation to be as unsubtle as his politics. No 
time has he for the tum-titty-tums of 


Gilbert and Sullivan, or the hey-nonney- 
neys of folk music, not to mention the 
yippy-eye-ohs of the more Nordic type of 
Country and Western. It’s loud, raucous 
punk pop which brings tears to the eyes of 
Mr Morrison. 


FIRST of all, he has to combat the pre- 
judices of some of the staider members of 
the fascist community: ‘‘In some recent ar- 
ticles in Spearhead’’, he complains, ‘‘we 
have been presented with a general condem- 
nation of Pop music per se’’. But to con- 
demn all Pop music ‘‘as the manifestation 
of Black Jungle rhythm”’ is, according to 
Rockin’ Eddy, just ‘‘generalised 
nonsense’’. 

There follows a few pointed remarks 
against folk music which ‘‘is now no more 
than the vehicle for boring Left Wing neo- 
Marxist ideas’’. He uses a devastating argu- 
ment, against which Mr Molesworth is go- 
ing to have a hard time struggling: some of 
the modern folk singers (and Rockin’ Eddy 
only has time to mention Leonard Cohen 
and Bob Dylan) have been (shout it loudly, 
Eddy) Jews. Not at all like good, healthy 
Rock & Roll which grew from ‘‘Mid West 
American Country Music, the latter being 
derived in turn from English, Irish and 
Scottish traditional Folk’’. 

It seems that in the 1960s, a whole collec- 
tion of Rock & Roll degenerates had 
betrayed the Country and Mid Western 
origins of their art and the result was all 
that awful ‘‘Flower Power music with its in- 
clination to drugs etc’’. But a renaissance 
was to hand in the strange shape of David 
Bowie (Rockin’ Eddy, showing that you 
don’t need a BA to make a pertinent point 
in Spearhead, comments that ‘‘indeed the 
influence of Friedrich Nietzsche is plainly 
evident in Bowie’s songs’’). 

Although it appears that the unfortunate 
Bowie suffered some sort of harassment 
‘from the Jewish Music Establishment’’, 
he nevertheless ‘‘still remains a beacon in 
the welter of rubbish produced by the 
Flower Power generation’’. What is more, 
this shining white beacon was to beget the 
glories of ‘‘Punk Rock and its attendent 
New Wave style’’, which was ‘“‘totally 
White in origin’’ and carried ‘‘a message of 
the frustration of the masses of White 
working class youth’’. All those older 
fascists, whose musical tastes stretch no fur- 
ther than a quick chorus of the Horst 
Wessel, should get with it and realise that 
‘*electronic music and New Waves Bands is 
(sic) a new style of White Folk Music’’ and 
that it ‘‘combines many of the strains of 
classical and traditional Aryan music in a 
modern package’’. 

In fact, concludes Rockin’ Eddy, Punk 
Rock is popular ‘‘amongst the thinking 
White youth who represent the better type 
of Briton in this decadent country today’’. 
So c’mon everybody, let’s have an old 
salute for the New Wave: ‘‘Traditional 
Folk, music, Classical and Country music 


should be encouraged but let us not 
stagnate and be dubbed cultural reac- 
tionaries’’. 


Punk fascism 


NO WONDER, after that amplified blast 
of trend-setting Punk fascism, Mr T is 
definite in his disagreement. So too, no 
doubt, would be the double-barrelled 
author of a piece entitled ‘“Thoughts on 
Patriotism’? in which the author looks 
back, misty eyed, to his ‘‘formative years, 
when love of our country was instilled into 
our very souls as the most noble of all vir- 
tues’’. It was all so simple in those years of 
blissful formation, whether ‘‘in our play- 
grounds where we played games such as 
‘British Bulldogs’’’ or whether reading 
those ‘‘children’s books and comics, which 
recalled tales of valour in the service of our 
Kingdom and its vast dependencies on 
which the sun never set’’. Whatever and 
wherever, ‘‘never were we allowed to doubt 
that we inhabited the greatest Nation and 
belonged to the finest Race of this entire 
world’’. 

As this double-barrelled patriot looks 
about him, and sees that the playgrounds 
no longer ring with the happy sounds of 
‘British Bulldogs’, perplexity follows 
perplexity: ‘‘Should we dedicate 
ourselves’’, he asks at one point, ‘‘to our 
historic buildings or might we hesitate at the 
realisation that so much of our heritage is 
now the property of aliens?’’ 

Such are the dilemmas which face the 
older type of fascist, for whom the sounds 
of Punk, and a work-out with Rockin’ Ed- 
dy on the dance floor, would bring little 
solace. However, Mr T is an understanding 
Fiihrer, who, like his double-barrelled col- 
league, can look back to happier days. 

Each month, now that Mr T has fewer 
followers to boss about, he can concentrate 
upon writing longer and more boring pieces 
for Spearhead. This month it’s the turn of 
Ronald Reagan to feel the icy blast of the 
southerly Hove wind, as Tyndall unburdens 
himself beneath the headline ‘Don’t be 
Misled by the New Right’. It’s one of these 
setting-the-record-straight type of affairs, 
as Mr T cautions colleagues against the 
nostalgic appeal of the American ex- 
cowboy actor (you know, Aryan Country & 
Mid Western afficionados can easily get 
carried away by that sort of thing). 

Anyway, it’s high time to ‘‘look at some 
of the main pillars of the ‘new right’ think- 
ing as it prevails in this country and 
America’’. Well, as you all have probably 
noticed, one of the themes ‘‘upon which the 
‘New Right’ plays is that of ‘Patriotism’.’’ 
Comments the Fiihrer: ‘‘This was par- 
ticularly noticeable in Ronald Reagan’s 
campaign for the American Presidency, 
during which national flags and sentimental 
music extolling America were very much to 
the fore’’. 

Apart from the fact that the sentimental 
songs were sung in accents, of which we 


most certainly do not approve, there is a 
further point which needs to be underlined 
in an authoritative Fiihrer-like manner. Mr 
Reagan and his fellow cowboys, when the 
music stopped, campaigned for less govern- 
ment, whereas ‘‘we should find that there is 
a powerful case for demanding, not less 
government, but more government, not a 
restriction of authority, but a strengthening 
of authority’’. 

All Mr Reagan’s talk on the freedom of 
the individual (not to mention Mrs That- 
cher’s contributions on the same topic) real- 
ly makes Mr Tyndall want to stamp his foot 
and yell. What we need is less in- 
dividualism, and more. . . well, how can we 
put it .. . ‘‘We in the Anglo-Saxon world 
do not like the term ‘collectivist’.’’ While 
groping for the right Anglo-Saxon word, 
Mr T’s mind is drawn back, likewise, to the 
memory of racially pure playgrounds: ‘‘We 
do not object to another term which carries 
in itself wholesome memories of our 
schooldays: the term ‘teamwork’.”’ 

That’s it! Teamwork. And if only we 
could recapture some of that old teamwork 
we used to show when we played British 
Bulldogs, couldn’t we just show the New 
Right, not to mention the Old Left, a thing 
or two. 

After all, as Mr T points out, the New 
Right is very much under ‘‘Jewish and 
Zionist influence’’ (a nice distinction that) 
and ‘‘intelligent Jews in America and 
elsewhere’’, having realised ‘‘earlier than 
most of us’’ that there is now a right-wing 
reaction, ‘‘have taken care to become part 
of this backlash’’. With the help of ‘‘a large 
portion of politically motivated Jews’’, so 
Mr T’s argument unfolds, ‘‘thus does 
Zionism climb on the back of the tiger of 
the contemporary right’’. And so _ less 
government, in reality, means more 
Zionism. 


Tyndall's modesty 


Mr Tyndall, of course, couldn’t have work- 
ed all this out by himself; modesty accom- 
panies conciliation as he admits that ‘‘we 
are indebted to such American publications 
as Instauration, National Vanguard, The 
Spotlight and The Thunderbolt’’: all crude- 
ly anti-Semitic publications, of the type a 
few years back Mr T would not admit in 
public of having ever heard about, let alone 
read. 

It seems that Mr T’s letterbox, down 
there in Hove, has been rattling with the 
sound, not only of letters begging to differ 
on musical matters, but also with some of 
the most bigoted publications on the con- 
temporary fascist scene. We fear that the 
letter-boxes of other fascists, throughout 
Britain, have been rattling to the same 
sounds. After a brief respite and refreshed 
with a new dose of transatlantic nastiness, 
sad to say, they’ll soon start rattling our 
letter-box again. If only the silence could 
have lasted. 


reviews 


reviews 


reviews 


Left, Right: The March of Political 
Extremism in Britain by John 
Tomlinson. John Calder, London. 


JOHN TOMLINSON, ex-Labour MP, has 
written a book which he hopes will ‘‘fill a 
vacuum in what is undoubtedly a crucial 
area of national interest’’. Whereas some 
authors have looked at the extreme right in 
contemporary Britain, and others have 
given the extreme left a drubbing, Tomlin- 
son takes on both extremes in his short 
monograph. 

Although he claims to be ‘‘as impartial as 
may be possible’’, Tomlinson writes ex- 
plicitly from a classic liberal position, which 
damns equally all forms of extremism. In 
fact, according to Tomlinson, liberalism ‘‘is 
essentially a politic of compromise’’ and 
‘in spirit it is itself a denial and neutralisa- 
tion of extremist impulses’’ (p.103). And so 
we can expect the ‘plague on both your 
houses’ sort of argument, heard so fre- 
quently from the moderate, centre of 
British politics. 

Tomlinson starts with a discussion of the 
extreme right, and, in contrast with a 
number of other commentators, he is ab- 
solutely correct in his classification of the 
National Front, British Movement etc. No 
fudging about with terms such as ‘na- 
tionalist’, ‘far-right? or even ‘neo-Nazi’, 
Tomlinson comes straight to the point to 
state that ‘‘most of the extreme right groups 
in Britain, including the National Front, are 
Nazi’’ (p.26). As well as sections on the NF 
and BM, Tomlinson also discusses the 
British National Party, National Party, 
League of St. George, Column 88, SS 
Wotan 18, League of Rights, Racial Preser- 
vation Society and Lady Birdwood’s Self- 
Help Organisation. He stresses the inter- 
connections between these various groups 
and also their relations with some extremely 
unpleasant foreign organisations. 


Right-left link? 


Showing true impartiality, Tomlinson then 
turns his attention to groups of the left like 
Worker’s Revolutionary Party, Militant, 
Socialist Workers Party, together with 
some of the less well-known inhabitants of 
the revolutionary left. In the well- 
established traditions of liberalism, Tomlin- 
son is at pains to make parallels between 
these groups and the fascists. We are told 
that the extreme left and the extreme right 
are both ‘‘responding to the same impulse’”’ 
(p.83), and Tomlinson then quotes with ap- 
proval from the absolutely impartial Sun- 
day Telegraph that both extremes ‘‘at this 
stage in their political journey need each 
other’’ (p.84). Tomlinson also offers his 
own opinion that in part the left has been 
‘‘sratified’’ by the success of the National 
Front (p.63). 

So far this is all rather familiar. 
However, Tomlinson develops his ‘plague 
on both houses’ thesis further, to suggest 
not only that there is a similarity between 
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both extremes in the effects of their politics, 
but also that the extreme left and the ex- 
treme right are in actual fact linked. In par- 
ticular, Tomlinson argues that both sides 
receive their funds from the same source. 

Now, here would be a revelation indeed, 
if it could be proved. But that’s the rub. Ex- 
cept for the odd quotation from the two 
Telegraphs (Sunday and Daily) Tomlinson 
does not reveal the sources of his 
statements. Without the background 
evidence, it is impossible to evaluate 
categorical assertions that group X is con- 
nected to group Y and both receive a steady 
stream of cash from group Z. Certainly not 
all Tomlinson’s statements can be taken on 
trust. Despite deriving much of his informa- 
tion on Nazi groups from Searchlight 
(which he generously acknowledges in his 
bibliography) there are occasional errors: 
for example on p.62 Tomlinson asserts that 
Colin Jordan in 1962 was created Fiihrer of 
the international Nazi organisation WUNS, 
when in fact it was the American Nazi 
Rockwell. Similarly, on p.41 he inaccurate- 
ly states that Eddie Morrison in 1974 reviv- 
ed the old British National Party, whereas 
Morrison’s outfit was a new bunch of 
thugs, which happened to use the same 
name as the old defunct BNP. 


Sinister intrigue 


If such minor errors can be detected, then 
this must undermine confidence in Tomlin- 
son’s main argument (unsubstantiated with 
documentary evidence) that behind both 
the extreme left and extreme right lies the 
PLO. On p.52 we are told of links between 
Column 88 and (unnamed) ‘‘Palestinian 
groups’’; on p.130 we hear about ‘‘substan- 
tial evidence’ (none of which is presented) 
about links between the IRA and PLO. 
Then there is the allegation that extreme 
right-wing groups are funded by Libya, 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia ‘‘often through an 
intermediary, namely the PLO’’ (again no 
hard, factual evidence though, it is correct 
to say that Saudi Arabia has funded WACL 
and in the past Jordanian officials had con- 
tact with Colin Jordan, when he was leader 
of the National Socialist Movement). 

Tomlinson’s conclusion, on p.132, is that 
‘‘the spider in the centre of the terrorist web 
is, beyond a doubt, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’? and that ‘‘the PLO had 
established contacts with an extremely com- 
prehensive roll-call of far left and right 
groups throughout the world’’; Tomlinson 
then cites a whole medley of groups, in- 
cluding the League of St. George, Ku Klux 
Klan, ‘‘French Nazi groups”’ etc and etc, 
commenting that ‘‘the list is endless’’ 
(p.133). But, of course, the list can be 
endless if one is excused from the obligation 
of presenting proof. 

Although Tomlinson suggests that con- 
spiracy theories are one of ‘‘the trademarks 
of extremist propaganda’’ (p.90), we have 
here a conspiracy theory in the making 
coming from the moderate centre. Tomlin- 


son’s technique seems to match that of 
other conspiracy theorists: take a few 
documented facts (some of which may not 
be generally known), add some speculations 
and embroider the whole into a sinister tale 
of intrigue, emanating from a single 
shadowy source. 

But of course the strength of such a tale 
depends on the strength of the evidence of- 
fered. And in this respect Tomlinson’s story 
must remain unconvincing in the absence of 
proof. However, conspiracy theories can be 
dangerous in their substitution of innuendo 
for rational appraisal. If proof is not for- 
thcoming, then one must seriously question 
whether the theories of Tomlinson (himself 
a former Junior Minister at the Foreign Of- 
fice) can be helpful in establishing the 
dialogue between Jews and Palestinians, so 
necessary if there is ever to be peace in the 
Middle East. Michael Billig 


A year ago, on March 31st 1980, 19 year old 
black youth Richard Campbell died in 
Ashford Remand Centre, 

The official Inquest found that Richard 
had died of ‘dehydration due to 
schizophrenia’ and that it was ‘death by self 
neglect’. 

The Public Inquiry convened by the Bat- 
tersea and Wandsworth Trades Council 
found that Richard “was a hapless victim of 
a series of crucial failure by the authorities, 
failures based on a lack of respect for 
Richard and on racism that underpinned 
almost every aspect of the system”. 

This Report of the Inquiry shows why the 
official view has been challenged. It brings 
together a wide range of individuals and 
organisations whose evidence builds up a 
precise and damning picture of what hap- 
pened to Richard, how a simple remand for 
‘Social and Medical reports’ turned into a 
death sentence. It comments on what went 
wrong at Ashford and examines how far 
Richard is representative of all the pressures 
that, in this Britain of the ‘80s, affects so 
many of his colour and his class. 

COPIES OF THIS IMPORTANT REPORT 
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM LEFT 
BOOKSHOPS OR DIRECT FROM BAT- 
TERSEA AND WANDSWORTH TRADES 
COUNCIL, 69, HILLBROOK ROAD, SW17. 

50p a copy or 40p for orders of 10 or more 
(not including p&p). 


t ——— 


ABOUT 160 delegates from around the 
country came to the ANL conference 
in London on Saturday 28th March. 
One of the main decisions was to spon- 
sor and organise for the People’s 
March and Festival in London on 31st 
May. Bill Dunn from the ANL Steering 
Committee told delegates: ‘‘If the 
response of workers to unemployment 
is weak, the fascists will grow. We can 
undermine support for the fascists by a 
successful march with a massive pop 
concert at the end’’. 


One of the main topics discussed was the 
campaign to combat Nazi ideas amongst 
young people. Steve Marsh of the NUSS 
said: ‘“The BM and NF are recruiting white 
youth. We have to replace their activity 
with our own. We have to turn their 

rebelliousness on to the Tories and the 


bosses. It is no good simply branding them 
as Nazis any more, we have to pose a 
positive, exciting alternative’’. 

Zaf from Rock Against Racism reported 
that RAR was back on the road again. They 
would be organising gigs and providing 
assistance for ANL groups and others who 
wanted to organise anti-racist events. 

John Tilley MP reported on the progress 
of the Nationality Bill through parliament. 

Many delegates spoke of the increase in 
Nazi violence. In some areas harassment of 
black people had become commonplace. A 
member of the New Cross Massacre Action 
Committee told of the horrific fire attack 
on a party, in which 13 young blacks had 
been killed. 

The Conference agreed that the best way 
to combat Nazi violence was through open 
mass activity such as leafletting and 
publicising attacks in the Press. Tit-for-tat 
counter attacks tended not to be effective. 


eae 


Britain's LE eee ze 


AVAILABLE BACK COPIES: 


1976 


Feb (10), March (11), April (12), June (14), Sept. (16), Oct. 
(16), Oct. (17), Dec. (19) £3.50 or 50p each 


ia 7 


All cheques to: 
Searchlight Magazine, 
21 Great Western Buildings 


6 Livery Street 
Birmingham 3 


Jan. (20), Feb. (21), March (22), April (23), May (24), June/ 


July (25), Sept. (25), Sept. (27) £3.50 or 50p each 


1978 


If anything, an escalating scale of violence 
helped the Nazis to grow. It was agreed that 
ANL groups should provide all possible 
assistance to the victims of Nazi attacks. 
This may mean physical assistance, such as 
‘sleeping in’ at a house which has been at- 
tacked, or financial assistance such as tak- 
ing collections amongst workmates, 
neighbours or on the street. 

Harpal Brar of the Indian Workers 
Association (GB) told the Conference that 
racism would exist as long as the system 
which created it existed. However, all pro- 
gressive forces should unite together to op- 
pose the Nazis. 

Paul Holborow, National Secretary of 
the ANL, summed up the Conference by 
saying: ‘‘The ANL is back on the road. Our 
priority must be to aim our propaganda at 
white youth and the way to do that is to link 
anti-racist activity with initiatives such as 
the Peoples’ March’’. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ROY HATTERSLEY ACCUSES POWELL 


Roy Hattersley, Shadow Home Secretary, has 
accused Enoch Powell of increasing the danger 
of racial conflict by his latest ‘‘civil war’’ speech. 

In his speech to Young Conservatives, at 
Ashton-under-Lyne on March 28th, Powell 
forecast racial ‘‘civil war’’ for London and other 
English cities. He said that in his view, the 
number of black people here would double and 
treble. He said there were ‘‘ominous features’ in 
the current scene. ‘‘The most striking, which 
forms a link with the classic pattern of urban 
violence throughout the world in modern times, 
is the increase of deliberate attacks, both moral 
and physical, upon the police’’. In his view, a 
massive programme of what he referred to as 
‘“‘re-emigration’’ was needed. 

In a stinging reply the next day, Roy Hat- 
tersley accused Powell of increasing the dangers 
of racial conflict: 

‘He has provided a spurious justification for 
those paranoid hooligans who look for excuses 
to harass and attack the ethnic minorities. 

‘‘He has heightened the feeling of isolation 
within those minorities, making them retreat into 
their own communities as a protection against 
those who claim they are alien to our way of life 
and inimical to the standards of our society. 
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‘*When he talks of re-immigration he is talking 
of the departure from Britain of families which 
were born here, educated here and have known 
no other home. 

‘‘There can be no question of their going 
home. They are home already.”’ 


BULLDOG EDITOR ON RACE HATE 
CHARGE 

Joe Pearce, editor of the Young National Front 
magazine Bulldog, has been served with 5 sum- 
monses alleging incitement to racial hatred. The 
charges, which concern articles in Bulldog will be 
heard at Old Street magistrates court, East Lon- 
don, on May 7th. 


NF CANDIDATE — CONVICTION STANDS 


John Perryman, a National Front candidate in 
the Greater London Council elections, has been 
refused leave to appeal against a theft conviction 
and fine. A jury found him guilty last July of 
stealing a sports bag, and he was fined £25. Per- 
ryman, who is organiser of the Merton branch of 
the NF, is standing as NF candidate for Mitcham 
and Morden in the GLC elections. 


“NAZI” RAID ON ARMY CADET FORCE 


An Army Cadet Force hut at Wolverton, Milton 
Keynes, was broken into recently. A swastika, 
the initials ‘“NF’’, and ‘‘Nazi’’ were written in- 
side. Nothing was stolen, as valuables such as 
firearms and ammunition were not kept at the 
hut. 


SEARCHLIGHT APPEAL FUND 


We at Searchlight are in financial difficulties, and if you believe in what we are doing, 
there’s a lot you can do to help. 
Firstly you can make a donation, and all donations are of course very welcome (and we 
appreciate all the donations sent in so far). 
Secondly, we have started a scheme of SUPPORTING SUBSCRIBERS who, in addition 
to a year’s subscription, also get free copies of all Search/ight pamphlets and of the 


ion through a BANKER’S ORDER, which is useful 
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HUDDERSFIELD — NF MARCH BEATS 
BAN 


A 500 strong National Front demonstration took 
place in Huddersfield on March 22nd, following 
a ban on marching in Leeds. The Leeds ban was 
later extended to the whole of South Yorkshire, 
covering Sheffield, Doncaster, Rotherham and 
Barnsley and raises the whole question of ‘‘bann- 
ing’’ as an anti-fascist strategy. 

The venue of the National Front march was 
kept secret until the last moment so only a small 
number of Anti-Nazi League demonstrators were 
present to show their opposition. On the plus 
side, the NF demonstration, consisting largely of 
skinheads, took place through largely deserted 
streets. The march was on the theme of ‘‘British 
Jobs for British Workers’’ and against foreign 
textile imports. Martin Webster of the NF spoke 
at the railway station and blamed ‘‘the Reds’’ for 
violence at previous demonstrations. Roger Kee- 
ly, chairperson of Huddersfield ANL, criticised 
the way the NF were allowed to occupy the whole 
of the railway station forecourt. About 200 
police protected the NF demonstration. 

Barry Sheerman, Labour MP for Huddersfield 
East, has tabled a Commons question, asking 
how bans can be extended in area. He recognised 
that bans also affect other groups, and suggested 
rationing the NF to a certain number of 
demonstrations a year, as a possible alternative. 
He also pointed out that there is no National 
Front branch in the area. The NF had even been 
unable to stand candidates in recent local general 
and council elections, he said. 
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WEST GERMANY 


Nazi Gun-Runner 
linked to 
Hoffman Group 


UNTIL RECENTLY attention to the 
far-right in the Federal Republic has 
focused almost exclusively on the Na- 
tional Democratic Party, the Hoffman 
Group and Manfred Roeder’s German 
Citizen’s Initiative. The killing in 
December however, of Franz Schubert, 
a member of the VSBD 
(Volksocialistiche Bewegung 
Deutschland — People’s Socialist 
Movement of Germany) has brought 
his organisation into the limelight. 
Schubert and two policemen were kill- 
ed in a shoot-out on the Swiss-German 
border while he was trying to smuggle 
guns across the frontier. 

The VSBD is led by Friedhelm Busse and 
Alfred Nusser. Busse has previously been a 
member of the NPD executive committee in 
Northern Westphalia, and a representative 
of Action New Right. He founded the Party 
of Work/German Socialists in Krefeld in 
1971 before moving to Munich and fusing 
his membership with the VSBD which had 
been in existence there for about a year. 
Almost immediately he took control of the 
organisation, and has been its leader ever 
since. The VSBD is firmly on _ the 
‘Strasserite’ or ‘revolutionary’ wing of the 
Nazi movement. 

For the last eighteen months, the 
organisation has been part of a ‘‘collective 
of national and socialist groups’’ co- 
ordinated by Edward Geiss, a leading light 
in the ultra-violent Hansa Band, who 
achieved notoriety for giving a Nazi salute 
at the graveside during the funeral of 
Herbert Kappler. Other groups in the ‘col- 
lective’ include the Hansa Band, the Na- 
tional Revolutionary Workers Front, 
Roeder’s German Citizen’s Initiative, and 
the People’s Socialist United Front. A 
number of VSBD activists are known to 
have dual membership with the 


paramilitary Hoffman Group, including 
Willi Kraus, recently sheltered by British 
Movement members in this country while 
he was on the run from serious criminal 
charges in Germany. Kraus was a leading 
member of the VSBD’s youth wing the 
Young Front. The VSBD is also strongly 
linked to the Hilfsgemeinschaft Freihert fur 
Rudoph Hess, a Nazi-run committee cam- 
paigning for Hess’s release, which is also 
linked to the League of St. George. 


Frankfurt Stronghold 


One of the group’s strongholds is in 
Frankfurt, long an area of strong Nazi ac- 
tivity. Led by Dieter Sporleder, the VSBD 
in the city has managed to bring together a 
number of Nazi groups who had previously 
been at each others throats. Working close- 
ly with Sporelder is Arndt Heinz Marx, the 
Hoffman Group’s military instructor and 
their linkman with the League of St. 
George. Despite the official banning of the 
Hoffman Group Marx has remained active 
and has kept together Sturm 7, its 


Frankfurt cell. Another of Sporleder’s col- 
laborators — until he was killed — was 
Franz Schubert, whom all the Nazi journals 


Walter Kexel. 


are currently trying to deny was linked to 
the VSBD. Schubert was the constant com- 
panion of another Frankfurt VSBD leader 
Walter Kexel in a number of violent attacks 
on political opponents. Kexel in fact rented 
the Volkswagon car which police found 
near the spot on the Swiss border where 
Schubert and the frontier guards died. Two 
days before, Kexel was reported to have 
been seen with Schubert in the Swiss town 
of Ossingen, where some of the German 
Nazis’ Swiss contacts are believed to live. 

Despite this, and although he appears to 
have no alibi for the day on which the 
shoot-out occurred, Kexel has not been ar- 
rested. The Federal Prosectuor in Karlsruhe 
maintains that his membership of a criminal 
organisation ‘‘has not been proved’’. Two 
other suspects have been released. 

When Schubert was buried more than fif- 
ty Nazis took the opportunity to pay 
homage to the man many of them publicly 
disowned. Amongst those at the graveside 
was Busse himself, who declared that ‘‘The 
storm will continue until finally the Reich is 
newly established’’. As the coffin was 
lowered into the ground draped with the old 
imperial flag, the mourners gave Nazi 
salutes and barked ‘Sieg Heil’. 
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Leading Nazi 
gaoled for 
Race Offences 


FRANKFURT-BASED Nazi Erwin 
Schonborn, leader of European Na- 
tional Action (ANE) and a close col- 
laborator of Manfred Roeder, has been 
gaoled for two years eight months by a 
German court. 

Schonborn, who has published vast 


quantities of anti-Semitic literature, was 
convicted of inciting racial hatred. In 1979 
during the elections to the European 
Assembly, ANE had as one of its can- 
didates Hildegaard Lachert, a defendant in 
the Maidenek war crimes trial. 


Erwin Schénborn. 


Police Chief held 
in swoop on 
neo-Nazis 


THE CHIEF of.» police 
Westphalian town was amongst several 
hundred neo-Nazis raided in a massive 
operation launched by the German 
police in March designed to stop the 
flood into the country of Nazi 
literature printed in north America. 

For several years vast quantities of 
leaflets, books and stickers which have been 
distributed by German Nazi groups have 
been published in Canada and the United 
States, chiefly by three expatriate German 
Nazis, Gary Lauck, Ernst Zuendel and 
George Dietz. 

The raids netted a huge quantity of illegal 
literature and a number of weapons. It is 
thought that many of those raided might 
now face charges of spreading Nazi pro- 
paganda and inciting racial hatred. Gary 
Lauck in particular has been a central figure 
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in efforts to rebuild the Nazi Party in the 
Federal Republic. He runs the ‘foreign’ 
wing of the Nazi movement, the NSDAP 
(Ausland), from Nebraska in the United 
States, and much of the literature 
distributed by German Nazis has born his 
imprint. He was gaoled for four months in 
1976 for disseminating Nazi propaganda, 
and in the 1979 trial of members of Michael 
Kuhnen’s ANS on terrorist offences he was 
named in his absence by the presiding judge 
as the moving force in the terror group. 

The police chief involved is Ernst- 
Albrecht Lohmuller, of Recklinghausen, 
who according to police is the father of one 
of the reserve army officers who attended 
the recent funeral of Admiral Doetnitz 
wearing military uniform, in defiance of a 
Defence Ministry ban. Lohmuller was raid- 
ed after police found his name on a giro 
cheque which had been used in payment for 
Nazi literature. 


Profile of 
another League 
of St. George 
contact 


ONE OF THE numerous contacts bet- 
ween the League of St. George and 
Nazi terror groups which have been 
documented in Searchlight in the past, 
was the visit of Walter Pilo, a member 
of Ordine Nuovo who addressed a 
League meeting in 1978 (Searchlight 
63). At the time little was known of 
Pilo’s background, but recent Sear- 
chlight enquiries in Italy indicate that 
he is just the sort of foreign visitor that 
the League would make welcome. 

Pilo is from Bolzano in a predominantly 
German-speaking part of northern Italy. 
He is the son of an under-lieutenant in the 
Italian army who is also a right-wing mili- 
tant. In 1970 and 1971 he was local 
secretary of the MSI youth wing Frente 
delle Gioventu, whose members were heavi- 
ly involved in the attempted coup by Prince 
Valerio Borghese in 1970. Pilo himself was 
arrested by Italian police during a military 
training camp on a mountain near Bolzano. 
He was raided several times — on one occa- 
sion police found a bullet hidden in a 
toothpase tube. 

In 1974 he left Italy in a hurry after some 
money intended for a friend held on a 
murder charge disappeared. He came to 
England, and made _ contact with the 
League of St. George. When he returned to 
Italy he took with him a London taxi! 

The League had this to say in League 
Review of the meeting which he addressed: 
“*If, as seems likely, Britain gets to the stage 
of violent disorder and armed terrorism, in- 
formation and advice on countering this 
threat will be invaluable. We listen to all 
that our Italian comrades have to say with 
great respect’’. 


WAR CRIMES 
Prosecution 
demands life 
for ‘Bloody 
Brigitta’ 

FORMER Maidenek concentration 
camp guard Hildgaard Lachert, known 
to inmates as ‘‘Bloody Brigitta’? was 
described as ‘‘the sadist terror of the 
camp”’ by the public prosecutor in the 
sixth year of her trial for war crimes in 
Dusseldorf. 

Demanding life imprisonment, pro- 
secutor Dieter Ambach argued that a 
woman who had flogged inmates near to 
death with a steel-tipped whip ‘‘cannot be 
allowed to live a normal pensioner’s life. . . 
The immeasurable suffering of her victims, 
who died from frightful tortures or tried to 
survive with these horrible memories com- 
pel us to condemn and punish this defen- 
dant’’. 

Herr Amback also demanded life 
sentences for four other defendants in- 
cluding Hermine Ryan, who had been ex- 
tradited from the United States and whose 
behaviour as a camp guard he described as 
‘‘murderous and inhuman’’. 

Over a quarter of a million inmates died 
at Maidenek between 1941 and 1944. 

In Frankfurt a court has sentenced a 
former SS concentration camp guard, Josef 
Schmidt, to eight years imprisonment for 
murdering a Polish prisoner at Lagischs 
camp in 1943. 

Another former camp guard, 73 year 
old Feodor Fedorenko, now living in the 
United States, has had his American 
citizenship revoked by the Supreme Court 
because he lied about his past when entering 
the US in 1949. But Fedorenko, who served 
as a guard at Treblinka and is accused of 
murdering Jewish prisoners, may avoid 
deportation for up to a year by spinning out 
the hearing. Even then he is safe in America 
until a country where either he was born or 
last resided declares that it is willing to ac- 
cept him. 
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FIGHTING 


RACISM: 


IN CHURCHES ... 


THE Campaign Against Racist Laws has receiv- 
ed the firm support of various Church organisa- 
tions which have taken a strong stand against the 
government’s proposed Nationality Bill. In 
March this year the following resolutions were 
passed at the Assembly of the British Council of 
Churches, which met in Derbyshire under the 
presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The Assembly: 


— opposes the British Nationality Bill as moral- 
ly questionable and racially divisive; 

— supports the action taken by the churches in 
opposing this legislation; 

— reaffirms the action of the Council’s own Ex- 
ecutive Committee in endorsing the Nine 
Principles expressed by the Roman Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 
July 1979 and 

— calls upon the churches to strengthen opposi- 
tion to the Bill in the hope that even at this 
late stage HM Government will withdraw it 
and frame new legislation, which will take ac- 
count of these principles. 


Similar opposition has been expressed by the 
Roman Catholic Bishops in England and by the 
Church and National Committee of the Church 
of Scotland. 

At the BCC Assembly, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury said, that while they welcomed the 
two recent concessions made by the Home 
Secretary, ‘‘We must not be deceived into think- 
ing that they alter the basic structure or the essen- 
tial character of the Bill. 

“‘The guiding principle should be to assure 
everyone who is now British of a status giving 
right of abode in either the United Kingdom or a 
dependent territory, and to frame the provisions 
on acquisition of citizenship so as to ensure that 
no child is born here stateless or born abroad to a 
British parent stateless. The existing rights of 
Commonwealth citizens living here, and legally 
settled here, should be re-affirmed. If these sim- 
ple requirements were met by the Bill, all the 
fears that have been aroused — some of them 
perhaps needlessly and mistakenly, others for 
good reason — would be allayed and a re- 
definition could become a source of new self- 
confidence instead of alarm. There should be a 
security about British citizenship. Belonging is a 
basic human need. That, as Christians, we must 
insist on, both in general and in detail.’’ 


TRADE UNIONS... 


The following circular was issued to the Trade 
Union movement by the TUC on 2 April. 


The General Council have recently received a 
number of reports about a resurgence of ac- 
tivities by racialist organisations. Such activities 


range from attacks on blacks and other ethnic 
minorities, the desecration of Jewish cemetaries 
or synagogues and an increase in public 
demonstrations by racialist groups. In 
November, the offices of the Croydon Trades 
Council (which include the offices of the GMWU 
and USDAW) were raided by the National 
Front. The TUC has expressed concern to the 
Home Secretary about incidents of this nature 
and he has now set up an inquiry into extremist 
organisations. 

The General Council will shortly be giving 
fuller consideration to possible steps to oppose 
and limit the influence of racialist organisations 
and also to the Home Office’s inquiry. They wish 
to remind unions of the advice, first given on 
January 11, 1979 to take effective action against 
racialists holding office in the union. They would 
also like affiliated unions to ask their branches to 
report to them any incidents in which racialism 
plays a significant part and for this information 
to be forwarded to the TUC. 

TUC regional councils, county associations of 
trades councils and trade councils are asked to 
keep General Secretary Len Murray informed of 
any such incidents that come to their attention. 


LONDON 
TEACHERS... 


TEACHERS from several parts of London 
are taking action to combat racist activity in 
schools. 

In East London, Barking branch of the Na- 
tional Union of Teachers, has taken part in a day 
of public leafletting, aimed at exposing the Na- 
tional Front. More than 35 teachers took part. 
An NUT spokesperson described their activity: 

‘‘The Front were on the streets selling their 
newspaper. Quite a few were school children, 
and they jeered at us and made insulting com- 
ments. They were certainly disarmed by our 
presence. As teachers we are worried what 
poison they are putting in the minds of 
children.”’ 

In nearby Redbridge, British Movement 
members have been identified distributing pro- 
paganda at school gates. Following one such pro- 
paganda visit, the windows along the length of a 
school building were daubed with NF slogans. 
According to the NUT spokesperson, fifth 
formers seem to be the age group most easily in- 
fluenced by the propaganda. 

In West London, teachers have reported 
fascist recruitment drives outside school gates, 
and at football grounds. The ‘‘National Associa- 
tion for Multi-racial Education’’, (NAME), has 
been campaigning against racism in schools. A 
spokesperson said: ‘‘Legislation makes it clear 
that schools have a duty to promote good rela- 
tions among pupils. We think this means the in- 
troduction of anti-racist teaching in both 
primary and secondary schools’’. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


TOTTENHAM — BOYS HOSTEL DAUBED 


A local authority hostel for young boys in Tot- 
tenham, has been daubed by obscene racist 
slogans. 

The High Cross hostel has up to a dozen boys 
aged 14 to 19 for 3 month periods. The aim is to 
build up their self confidence, so that they can 
return home or move out on their own. Workers 
at the hostel have expressed concern that such at- 
tacks may undermine the hostel’s work. Not all 
the boys there are black, but the attack was clear- 
ly aimed at them. 

West Indian community leaders have received 
phone calls, which have warned ‘‘Your turn is 
ext =. 

The attack on the hostel is the first for 3 years, 
but the National Front has been campaigning in 
the area for some time. Racist slogans, for exam- 
ple, are visible on housing estates, the Welbourne 
Community Centre, and High Cross playground. 


FASCIST HOODLUMS VICTIMISE EX- 
TRAMP 


A half blind ex-tramp, who has settled and made 
his home in the town of Carnforth, Lancashire, 
has been attacked by local fascists. Isaac Cunn- 
ingham, 62, who lives in a disused quarry can- 
teen in the town, was pelted with rocks one night 
while walking home. A message was left outside 
his home, ordering him to ‘‘Get out of town or 
else’, signed by ‘“‘the Carnforth branch of the 
National Front’’. 

Isaac works as watchman and odd job man at 
the quarry, and doorman at the local Ex- 
Servicemans Club. He is blind in one eye and on- 
ly partially sighted in the other. After handing 
the ultimatum to the police, he said, ‘‘I shall ig- 
nore it. I may be nearly blind, but I will not be in- 
timidated. I have more friends here than I have 
ever had in my life before’’. 


NF YOUTHS ATTACKED ASIANS 


Two young members of the National Front were 
sentenced to 6 months detention at the end of 
March, after they admitted attacking Asians. At 
the Old Bailey, Judge Gwyn Morris told the two 
youths, Kevin Moody, 17, of St John’s Road, 
Epping Essex, and Malcolm Sears, 17, of Dan- 
bury Road, Loughton, Essex: 

‘People like you need to be taught that any 
kind of racial prejudice or hatred in our mixed 
society will be stamped upon firmly and punish- 
ede 

The two youths had pleaded guilty to 
assaulting Mr Syed Anwar, 29, with intent to 
rob, and admitted robbing Mr Abdus Salam, 45, 
and causing him actual bodily harm. 


HUDDERSFIELD — MOSQUES ATTACKED 


In Lockwood, Huddersfield, 2 mosques and a 
community centre have been sprayed with 
swastikas and racist slogans. The slogans refer to 
the National Front and the British Movement. In 
addition, the door to a Muslim school in Victoria 
Rd has been daubed with a racist slogan. A few 
weeks ago, a pigs head was left outside. 

Nasim Hasnie, secretary of the Bland Street 
Community Centre, said: 

‘People in the area are worried. They have 
read what has happened elsewhere and are upset 
that Lockwood now appears to be a target. I am 
speaking on behalf of all people in the area, not 
just the ethnic minorities. People of all races 
have complained to me about the graffiti.” 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Search/ight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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JUSTICE IN 
BRISTOL: 


APRIL 2 was a day for celebration in 
St. Pauls. It was the first anniversary 
of the Bristol ‘riot? — the day in 1980 
when black people refused to be 
browbeaten by the police and drove 
them out of St. Pauls. The community 
was celebrating that victory, and the 
victory in the court a year later when a 
mixed black and white jury could find 
no charges proved against any of the 12 
defendants on trial for ‘riotous 
assembly’. Local magistrates even 
granted a St. Pauls pub an extension 
for that night so that the victories 
could be celebrated! One defence 
counsel Rudy Narayan called it 
‘freedom day’; Sibghat Kadri, another 
defence barrister, told a large, jubilant 
crowd, ‘‘what happened here is 
something you should be proud of’’. 
For the tables had been turned on the 
police twice. A routine racist raid on the 
Black & White cafe in St. Pauls had been 
turned into a rout of police on April 2 1980; 
and a vengeful show trial designed to deter 
and intimidate the community had been 
turned into a trial of police methods and a 
vindication of community anger. 


nannies es tia: : 


Above: the sort of picture from Brixton which appeared al 


Show trial shows up police 


Police tactics 

The raid was planned a week in advance but 
no community relations officer was con- 
sulted. Officers knew that Black & White 
was a prominent black meeting place; they 
also knew that there was a lot of tension 
and anger in the community because of a 
‘sus’ case which was up on appeal on the 
following day. But they went in, in large 
numbers, closed the block to traffic, had 
dogs in a van, with members of the Task 
Force (SPG-type force) parked in reserve. 
They brought out the proprietor in hand- 
cuffs in front of an angry crowd, although 
he was not violent or struggling. Only one 
customer was found to be drinking alcohol, 
yet all the customers were manhandled. 
Police had been removing crates of beer for 
over two hours in front of an ever-growing 
crowd and made no attempts to defuse the 
increasing anger. 

Bristol’s Chief Constable criticised the 
timing of the raid at 3.30 pm, during school 
holidays, and the provocative moves by 
commanding officers which rekindled 
violence when the crowd was peaceful. This 
included repeated military style charges into 
the crowd and the towing out of a burnt out 
police vehicle. Other questions raised in the 
trial asked why the proprietor could not 


1 over the daily press last week 


after the disturbances which followed the police’s ‘Operation Swamp’. Inset, is the sort of 
picture which wasn’t: Brixton’s multi-million pound leisure complex, unfinished because 
government funds were cut off in one of the rounds of public expenditure cuts. It is now 


rotting because the government refused even to provide money to proof the unfinished 


building against the weather. 
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have been dealt with by summons rather 
than arrest in handcuffs, and why it was 
necessary to remove all the beer from the 
premises there and then. The two officers in 
charge of the operation, Supt. Holt and 
Supt. Arkell, admitted in court that they 
did not feel the need for training in such 
trivialities as ‘race relations’; their job was 
to enforce law and order. 

Because of their crass handling of minor 
offences under the licensing laws, 50 police 
officers and 11 civilians were injured; 25 
police vehicles were damaged; £300,000 
damage was caused to 21 buildings and 
£150,000 of goods were removed by 
looting. 


Show trial 


Although arrests were made on the night 
following April 2 and for days afterwards 
and hundreds of black youths were picked 
up and maltreated on punitive expeditions, 
no one was charged with ‘riotous assembly’ 
until July. But the desire of police and pro- 
secuting authorities to make the trial of the 
12 a hard lesson for the whole community 
was thwarted. The judge showed a deter- 
minedly relaxed attitude from the start. He 
agreed with the defence that as many black 
people as possible should be on the jury, he 
allowed defendants to keep their hats on in 
the dock and to while away the tedious days 
by sleeping, doing crosswords and 
sometimes not being there at all. 

Halfway through the trial he directed the 
acquittal of three of the defendants on the 
grounds that no case had been made out 
against them. And the jury, which had four 
black members and several women, listened 
for a month and refused to convict anyone. 
Five defendants were acquitted including 
Franklyn Rapier, dubbed ‘Superman’ by 
his counsel because he was seen by so many 
officers doing so many things — and the 
jury were unable to reach a verdict on the 
other four. Their case now goes to the DPP 
to decide whether to have a retrial. But 
unless the DPP wants another sharp exposé 
of police malpractice, the charges against 
the four will be quietly forgotten. 

Since this article was written, the DPP 
has decided that there will be no retrial of 
the four. In a statement the DPP said that 
an important factor in the making of the 
decision was the advice of the Chief Con- 
stable concerning the promotion of racial 
harmony in Bristol. Many people in St. 
Pauls were said to be relieved and optimistic 
at the decision to drop the case. Mr William 
Nicks, Bristol CRE chairman, said: ‘“The 
mounting of the charge of riotous assembly 
was misconcieved. It would have been far 
better if it had never been brought. To br- 
ing charges of riot on 12 people out of hun- 
dreds could never be seen as justice’. 


IN MARCH 1978, a Filipino worker 
was declared by the Home Office to be 
guilty of ‘‘entry by deception’’ and 
therefore liable to removal as an illegal 
entrant, because she had not declared 
the existence of her dependent children 
when applying for a work permit to 
enter Britain as a resident domestic 
worker several years earlier. By March 
1981, 291 resident domestic workers, 
mainly Filipino women, had _ been 
threatened with removal for this 
reason. In April 1979, a hotel worker 
was threatened with removal as an il- 
legal entrant because the reference sup- 
plied in support of the work permit was 
allegedly false. By March 1981, 200 
workers had been placed under threat 
of removal on this basis. 

In On the Road to Repatriation, the 
Migrants Action Group (MAG) has 
traced the background to this situa- 
tion. This report, a sequel to Migrant 
Women Under Threat, reveals that 
Home Office investigations into the 
immigration status of migrant workers 
have now spread from _ resident 
domestics to those who had to provide 
references as a condition for obtaining 
work permits. In both cases, the in- 
vestigations have centred mainly on 
Filipinos, though Columbians and 
other migrant groups have also been 
implicated. 

Most of these workers entered Britain 
after the 1971 Immigration act, when 
special quotas were introduced to fill the 
jobs in the hotel and catering industry and 
resident domestic sector, rejected by local 
workers because of the appalling condi- 
tions. They came over on work permits pro- 
cessed by employment agencies in the 
Philippines which charged exorbitant fees 
(over £1,000) to each applicant. The 
testimonies of the workers involved reveal 
that where the references were fake (in 
many cases the workers deny this), it was 
the work of the agencies, often without the 
applicants’ knowledge. Even where the 
workers were aware of the fabrications, the 
agencies did not explain that the references 
were a requirement of the Department of 
Employment, but implied that they were 
just to satisfy the employers. The racketeer- 
ing practices of the agencies, leading to 40 
closures by the Filipino government, have 
been well known to the British government 
since an exposé in 1973, and Timothy 
Raison, Minister of State at the Home Of- 
fice, has repeatedly stated that he is aware 
of the role of the employment agencies in 
providing false information. 


Retroactive Control 


What is particularly disturbing is the change 
in Home Office practice whereby a minor 
Department of Employment regulation is 
being used as a means of retroactive im- 
migration control. When the labour was 
needed, little significance was attached to it 
— the Department of Employment provid- 
ed no printed information explaining it to 
applicants, British Embassy officials rarely 
checked the work permit documentation 
before granting visas, and the Home Office 
granted permanent residence status to many 
of the workers now under threat of 
removal. But now, at a time of deepening 
economic recession, the Home Office is ac- 
tively seeking out and questioning workers 
who entered this country on work permits 
and, via the British Embassy in the Philip- 


Sk 


Filipino workers march on the demonstra- 
tion against the Nationality Bill 5.4.81. 


pines, investigating their prior cir- 
cumstances. 

A widespread campaign, co-ordinated by 
MAG and the United Filipinos Association, 
has been fighting this onslaught by the 
Home Office. It has the active support of 
the TUC, the major trade unions involved, 
other migrant groups, voluntary agencies, 
church groups and MPs from all political 
parties. The campaign has received almost 
entirely favourable publicity. The Home 
Office has responded by agreeing to con- 
sider each case individually, but has so far 
refused to consider a moratorium on the 
removal of all workers who allegedly 
entered in breach of work permit regula- 
tions, despite the known involvement of the 
employment agencies in the deception. At 
the end of March Home Secretary William 
Whitelaw said that a general amnesty 
‘‘would encourage others’’. The Home Of- 
fice justifies its policy by referring to a re- 
cent House of Lords decision (Zamir, July 
1980) which declared that a person seeking 
entry to the UK is required to reveal all rele- 
vant facts to an immigration officer 
whether or not he knows they are relevant. 

Out of 291 resident domestic workers 
under threat, 113 have been allowed to stay. 
Most of the false references cases under 
consideration are still pending. If more 
workers are not to be removed the cam- 
paign needs all the support it can muster. 
The implications of this situation extend far 
beyond the groups of workers presently 
under threat. For, as MAG concludes in its 
report, ‘‘If, within the space of two years 
the Filipino community has seen almost 500 
of its members placed under threat of 
removal from the UK, what is the future of 
other migrant and immigrant communities 
in this country?’ 

On the Road to Repatriation, Migrants 
Action Group, 68 Chalton St, London 
NW1, S50p + stamped addressed A4 
envelope. 


SUPPORT JASWINDER KAUR 


Dear Friends, 

We are writing to tell you about the case of Jaswinder Kaur, a 23 year old Leeds woman threatened 
with deportation. Jaswinder came to Britain in 1976 and was married to a man who claimed to 
have been here for eight years. When she applied to stay here permanently, the Home Office, in 
the course of their investigations, discovered that her husband was here illegally and was already 
married to somebody else. His marriage to Jaswinder was subsequently legalised. 

Jaswinder’s husband was violent to her and to their small son. Finally, in 1979, she left him after 
he had assaulted the child, resulting in the one-year old having to be hospitalised. The police ar- 
rested the husband, convicted him for assault and he was deported. 

Jaswinder has no legal right to stay in this country. If she is forced to go back to India her safety 
and the safety of her child cannot be assured. Her husband has written threatening violence if she 
returns. 

A mixed support group was set up a few months back, The Friends of Jaswinder Kaur, to help 
Jaswinder fight the deportation order. Her case rests on persuading the Home Office urging com- 
passion in this case. Write to — UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, IMMIGRATION AND NA- 
TIONALITY DIVISION, LUNAR HOUSE, WELLESLEY ROAD, CROYDON. | 

‘The Friends of Jaswinder Kaur’ have called a demonstration in Leeds on MAY 16th. THE 
DEMONSTRATION WILL START AT 2.0 pm FROM BANSTEAD TERRACE, ROUNDHAY 
ROAD, LEEDS 7 AND WILL FINISH WITH A RALLY ADDRESSED BY THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE IWA AND KEN WOOLMER MP. 

Jaswinder’s case is not unique. We must show that we oppose the British state’s racist and sexist 
laws. 

Please support the demonstration and show your solidarity with Jaswinder and the many others 
like her who we never hear of. 

FRIENDS OF JASWINDER KAUR, 
LAP BOX JK, 

29 BLENHEIM TERRACE, 

LEEDS LS2 9HD. 

April Ist. 
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IN JUNE 1976, Gurdip Singh Chaggar was 
murdered by white racists on Southall high 
street. Since then, his father, Mr T.S. Chag- 
gar, has been trying to claim compensation 
for the loss of his son from the Criminal In- 
juries Compensation Scheme. He has 
argued that the family had to incur ex- 
penses over the death itself and that they 
should also be compensated for the loss the 
family suffered since Gurdip could no 
longer help to provide for them. 

In January 1981, Southall Rights, which 
is acting for Mr Chaggar, received the ver- 
dict: ‘‘As the deceased was a willing partici- 
pant in the affray which led to his death I 


am afraid that an award from public funds 
would be inappropriate and I dismiss the 
claim under paragraph 17 of the scheme’’. 
Mr Chaggar has now lodged an appeal 
stating that his son was not a willing partici- 
pant in the incident. 

This verdict could prove to be a very 
dangerous precedent and must be fought all 
along the line. For now we have an exten- 
sion of the court decisions over self-defence 
cases, where the victim is charged and con- 
victed as the aggressor. In Chaggar’s case, 
even when the victim is killed he is deemed 
to have been responsible for his own death. 


CROYDON FIGHTS BACK 


THE Last 9 months have seen a revival 
of CARF in Croydon in the face of a 
significant increase in fascist activity in 
the area. The campaign was initially set 
up in 1978 by the Trades Council at a 
time when a Right to Work march was 
being organised in the area. Like many 
other similar organisations, Croydon 
CARF activities died down after 1979 
as many members concentrated on 
fighting the Tories’ policies. Although 
it is a relatively prosperous area, since 
May 1979 unemployment in Croydon 
has risen from 3,926 to 8,000, many of 
these being school leavers. It is among 
them that the fascists have been at- 
tempting to organise. 

Recently there has been evidence of in- 
creased police pressure on black youth in 
the area, a marked increase in ‘sus’ arrests 
in the school holidays and an SPG 
presence. It would appear that this is ac- 
companied by a toleration of certain fascist 
activities on the streets. 

The last 18 months have seen a familiar 
pattern of racist/fascist attacks — 
widespread graffiti, Community Relations 
Council offices daubed with slogans, a 
synagogue at Thornton Heath attacked and 
at least 250 known attacks on black people 
in the borough. 

Towards the end of 1980, 15 fascists tried 
to rampage through Ruskin House (the 
Labour and Trades Union Headquarters) 
on a Saturday morning. The fascists have 
also concentrated on maintaining pressure 
on left-wing paper sales pitches on Satur- 
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days, harassing and threatening local anti- 
racists, publishing names in the latest edi- 
tion of Bulldog and threatening the 
organisers of the Peace Week held at the 
end of March. 

On 28 February the National Front held 
their first ever demonstration in Croydon. 
About 50 people marched from Woodside 
Green, through Addiscombe, to East 
Croydon where a rally was held near the 
station. Croydon CARF organised a satura- 
tion distribution of leaflets on the route of 
the march and on nearby estates. In central 
Croydon there was deep disgust at the 
march — many people refused leaflets until 
it was explained that they were not racist. 
Anti-racists assembled in force, expressing 
disquiet that police permission had been 
given for the march. A wide range of 
organisations took part in the leafletting, 
including the local labour movement, 
Christian organisations, Liberals, the 
Pakistani Workers Association and an 
Asian youth club. 

Thus the CARF organisation is beginning 
to gather steam again in Croydon. At the 
same time as pressure is being maintained 
on the authorities to use existing laws 
against the fascists, (through letters to local 
MPs and councillors and contact with the 
local police), CARF is leafletting the 
estates, football grounds, etc., everywhere 
where fascists are trying to organise. The 
campaign is drawing connections between 
unemployment, fighting the cuts, the peace 
movement and the anti-racist struggle. 


CARF would welcome similar reports 
from other campaigns. 


Chaggar remembered: CARF demonstration 
against the Nationality Bill 5.4.81. 


Cart oovincn AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


area round-up 


ANWAR DITTA VICTORY 


Anwar Ditta has won her 6 year struggle with the 
Home Office to bring her children to Britain. Mr 
Timothy Raison, Minister of State at the Home 
Office, has accepted evidence from the Granada 
Television programme World in Action which 
flew a film crew and a forensic expert to do 
blood tests on the children in Pakistan which 
proved ‘‘beyond reasonable doubt’’ that Mrs 
Ditta and her husband were the true parents of 
the children. Mrs Ditta, who has spoken at 400 
public meetings during her 6 year campaign, paid 
tribute to her many supporters: ‘‘People have 
stuck with me throughout this nightmare and I 
cannot thank them enough’’. (Guardian 
20.3.81.) 

CARF notes: Although Anwar Ditta’s battle 
has been successful it also serves to highlight the 
fact that the onus is on the appellant to prove his 
or her case against the Home Office and not the 
other way round. In Anwat Ditta’s case it needed 
the efforts of a large-scale defence committee 
and the financial resources of a television com- 
pany to produce evidence that was eventually ac- 
cepted by the Home Office. 


HOUSING 

Hillingdon 

The London Borough of Hillingdon is making a 
second attempt through the High Court to pre- 
vent the CRE formally investigating its housing 
policies. Hillingdon’s attitude towards its black 
residents has been well documented by CARF 
(see Searchlight 70). (Guardian 26.3.81.) 


Cart..." IN. AGAINST 
Rl FR ACISM & FASCISM 


area round-up 


POLICE 


Police raid on school 

6 police cars — including a dog van — and a 
police helicopter raided a North London school 
at lunch-time in response to a bogus 999 call 
alleging a riot and stabbing had taken place. On 
arrival the police arrested a black pupil standing 
near a moped on suspicion it had been stolen. 
Later, this was found not to be the case. A peti- 
tion signed by many of the pupils was drawn up 
and sent to the local newspaper and the police 
and the headmistress, Mrs H.M. Dance, has 
written to the head of the juvenile bureau of the 
local police saying the incident has ‘‘totally 
destroyed much of the good community relations 
work you and I have been doing through the 
school in the last 18 months’. Mr Peter 
Newsam, Education Officer of the Inner London 
Education Authority, has written to 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir David 
McNee, about the incident and is asking for an 
explanation. A police spokesman denied there 
was anything unusual about the raid and said it 
was standard procedure for the helicopter to be 
involved in serious incidents. (Guardian 
19.3.81.) 

But reports in the New Statesman have 
brought to light other incidents during the raid 
on the school which have been ignored by the 
press. A second black pupil who tried to calm 
down the one who had been arrested was himself 
punched in the face by the police and arrested. 
Other pupils were called ‘black bastards’ and a 
white girl was told ‘‘Listen you fucking nigger- 
lover, I’ll have you’’. In addition, staff were 
prevented from intervening and one teacher was 
told to mind her own business. Although all 
charges relating to the moped have been dropped 
the second pupil still faces the serious charge of 
assault. (New Statesman 27.3.81.) 


Youth ‘steals’ his own property 

18 year old Errol Madden was arrested at 2 am in 
South London and charged with the theft of 2 
model cars found in his possession. After several 
hours of questioning in which police officers in- 
sulted him and threatened to keep him locked up 
until he starved, he signed a partly dictated con- 
fession. 

But Errol Madden’s case was dismissed 
without comment by a magistrate as Errol was 
able to produce a shop receipt for the cars which 
went unnoticed by the police during his arrest. 
Scotland Yard would not comment on the case 
but did say it will mount an enquiry into his ar- 
rest. Meanwhile the 2 police officers concerned 
are still on duty (Guardian 9.3.81 and 12.3.81.) 


Charges dropped against youth 


The arrest of a black youth in a Manchester 
shopping city for possession of an offensive 
weapon nearly resulted in a confrontation bet- 
ween the police and local black youths. The 
youth in question refused to answer the questions 
of 2 plain clothes officers who approached him 
and, as a group of youths gathered round, police 
reinforcements were called. A large number of 
police arrived together with dogs and the precinct 
car park was surrounded. Later the efforts of 
demonstrators and a black community worker 
secured the release of the youth and eventually 
all charges were dropped. (Caribbean Times 
Z/eseele) 


Anti-riot exercise 


Home Office officials and Police Chiefs are stu- 
dying the results of the first national exercise of 
mutual support by police forces to handle riots. 
The exercise was the result of the shake-up an- 
nounced by Home Secretary William Whitelaw 
after the Bristol ‘riots’. (The Times 14.3.81.) 


POLICE GUARD BLACK FAMILY 


Police in Leyton, East London, have mounted a 
24-hour guard on the home of the Stewart family 
following attacks in which bricks and other 
missiles were thrown through the front door and 
windows. The violence began after their 15 year 
old son Gary was attacked by a group of 
skinheads at a local skating-rink. During this in- 
cident one NF skinhead was stabbed. Gary was 
later the victim of another attack when the 
relatives of the stabbed boy tried to run him 
down with their car on his way to school. 
(Westindian World 27.3.81.) 


DEPTFORD FIRE 


It now seems unlikely that anyone will be charg- 
ed in connection with the Deptford fire which 
resulted in the deaths of 13 black youngsters. At 
the inquest at the end of April the police will 
make public their theory that the fire was not a 
result of a racist attack but of activity inside the 
house. It is not yet known whether police witness 
statements will be available to both sides and not 
only — as is normal — to the police counsel. 
(Guardian 25.3.81.) 

Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir David 
McNee, has denied there was any cover-up con- 
cerning the fire. He accused militants of using 
the fire to play upon the fears of minority com- 
munities. (Guardian 26.3.81.) 


CRE NOT ‘USING ITS POWERS’ 


The Race Relations and Immigration Subcom- 
mittee has begun its investigation into the opera- 
tion and effectiveness of the CRE. Mr Alex 
Lyon, Labour MP for York, said the CRE had 
been given the biggest powers in the Western 
world to combat racial discrimination but had 
not used them. He also suggested the CRE 
should drop £1m of its £7m budget it gave to 
cultural and sports groups and put it to better use 
on law enforcement. Mr David Lane, the com- 
mission’s chairman, has totally rejected the 
criticisms and has said the CRE could not 
transform race relations on its own and needs the 
help particularly of central govrnment. (The 
Times 31.3.81.) 


Enquiry go-ahead 

Last October, after a High Court hearing, the 
CRE began an enquiry into the way immigration 
officers operate, despite Home Office attempts 
to block it. However, the enquiry is running into 
difficulties as members of the Society of Civil 
and Public servants — the union which 
represents 1,450 immigration officers — consider 
that the CRE is subject to political pressure from 
ethnic minority groups and therefore could not 
produce an impartial report on possible racial 
discrimination in the immigration service. The 
CRE enquiry began in response to the ‘‘virginity 
tests’’ scandal at Heathrow Airport 2 years ago 


and is headed by a black lawyer, Sir Roy Mar- 
shall, Vice-Chancellor of Hull University. (The 
Times 11.3.81.) 


Computer passport plan 

The Government has decided in principle to in- 
troduce a computerised ‘credit-card type’ 
passport with a Common Market format as soon 
as possible. The National Council for Civil 
Liberties expressed its fears that the design of 
such a passport (similar to one currently being 
tested in France) allows space for special coded 
information. 2 years ago the NCCL discovered 
that secret codes were already being used on 
British passports by immigration officers and 
that in some cases the information was inac- 
curate. (Daily Telegraph 14.3.81.) 


EDUCATION 


Sit-in protest at college 


500 students at London’s Kingsway-Princeton 
College occupied the administration offices in 
protest against the racist remarks of one of the 
senior lecturers. The allegations came to light 
when teachers at Woodberry Down School in 
North London reported that 2 of their pupils — 
one black and the other white — had returned 
from interviews with the Senior Lecturer upset at 
his remarks that blacks were bad for the 
academic reputation of the college. The lecturer 
denies the allegations but is on paid leave pen- 
ding interviews with the governors and the col- 
lege principal. (Time Out 3.4.81.) 


Special Education Bill 


The Bill concerning the education of children 
with special needs (see Searchlight 69) has come 
under attack by the North London-based Har- 
ingey Black Pressure Group on Education. The 
group claims that the definition of ‘special 
educational needs’ is dangerously wide and 
vague and open to a wide range of interpreta- 
tions and racial abuse. They are also concerned 
about other aspects of the Bill including the in- 
adequate appeals procedure, right of access to 
records and parent’s rights to remove their 
children from special schools. Mr Neil Kinnock, 
chief Labour spokesman on education, has said 
he and his colleagues would be consulting the 
CRE on some proposed amendments and has in- 
vited the Haringey group to meet him to discuss 
the amendments. (Times Educational Supple- 
ment 16.3.81.) 


RICHARD CAMPBELL — 


INDEPENDENT ENQUIRY 


The independent enquiry into the death of 
Richard Campbell has placed the responsibility 
for his death on the authorities at Ashford Re- 
mand Centre where he died on March 31 last 
year. The report, which is to be presented to the 
Home Office, is also an indictment of the prison 
system in general and the position of blacks 
within it in particular. CARF has documented 
the extent of racism in prisons (see Searchlight 
64) but evidence presented to the enquiry also 
shows that Ashford is a particularly hard place 
for black prisoners. Richard Campbell was the 
third young black man to die there in 7 years. 
The Coroner’s Inquest concluded that Richard’s 
death was due to self-neglect and the whole ques- 
tion of the Coroner’s Court is heavily criticised 
in the enquiry. Ms Jennifer Monahan, a resear- 
cher and free-lance journalist, told the enquiry 
“the relatives of Liddle Towers, George Wilkin- 
son, James Kelly and Blair Peach have come to 
see the inquest as a losing battle between them 
and the authorities’’. (Caribbean Times 27.3.81.) 
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WHILST the debate still continues as to 
whether the fire at Deptford was the work 
of racists or not, there can be little to 
dispute about the bomb attack on the Birm- 
ingham bookshop on 27 March. Arson is 
now an established part of the racist and 
fascist violence in Britain and occurs all too 
frequently, but such attacks are by no 
means a new phenomenon. Do you 
remember the following attacks which have 
taken place in black communities up and 
down the country? 


ein the summer of 1969 a series of racist 
attacks in Leeds included fire attacks on the 
homes of black people. 

@On 24 August 1969 a petrol bomb was 
thrown from a van at the home of a black 
family in Gower Street, London. 

e@In 1970 a parcel bomb was sent to the 
home of a black person in Folkestone. 
@On January 3 1971, a West Indian party 
in Sunderland Road, South London, was 
fire bombed and nine people were injured. 
e@In March 1971 an Asian-owned shop in 
Forest Gate, East London, was set on fire. 
In April a petrol bomb was thrown through 
the door of a West Indian house in 
Osbourne Road and 40 minutes later an 
Asian house half a mile away had petrol 
poured through the door. 

@ On July 11 1972 a black family in Leeds 
had a petrol bomb thrown through their liv- 
ing room window at 1 am. 

@On 15 March 1973 the black bookshop 
Unity was fire bombed. 

@On 10 August 1977 another black 
bookshop was fired and destroyed. 

@On 14 December 1977, the Moonshot 
youth club in South London was burned 
down. 


Nowadays attacks are even more frequent: 


Lancaster 


Detectives have not ruled out a racist 
motive for an outbreak of arson in Lan- 
caster. Fire attacks were on cars owned by 
black people in the Regent Street area. 
(Lancaster Evening Post 22.1.80.) 


Oldham 


The Aslam family had blazing paraffin- 
soaked rags pushed under their back gate. 
A week earlier their neighbours, the 
Begums had a fire bomb hurled through 
their window. The Saddique family in the 
same area had their front door set alight 
and blazing rags pushed under the toilet 
door in the back garden (Oldham Evening 
Chronicle 1.5.80.) 


Enfield 


An Asian family forced to abandon their 
house after it was gutted by a mystery blaze 
in October, say the fire was started by 
racists. (Enfield Weekly Herald 8.1.81.) An 
Indian family in Southgate were reported to 
be living in fear after an incendiary device 


* 


The interior of Socialist & Trade Union Bookshop in Birmingham after 


—— 
was destroyed by 


fire on 27.3.81. Richard Barnes has been charged with murder of the woman in the car, 
damage by fire to the bookshop and attempted murder of an Asian man who he shot with a 


crossbow. 
was pushed through the letterbox. (Palmers 
Green & Southgate Gazette 26.2.81.) 


Liverpool 


In Edge Hill an Indian family was forced to 
leave after a petrol bomb attack, the Sikh 
Temple suffered an arson attack, the Hindu 
community centre and an Indian take-away 
were attacked with petrol bombs. (Liver- 
pool Echo 12.11.80 and 26.11.80.) 


Darlington 


The Sikh Temple was the object of an arson 
attack in March 1980. (Evening Despatch 
4.3.80.) 


London 


In Camden in May 1980 an Asian 
newsagent’s shop was destroyed by fire and 
two days later the nearby premises of an 
Asian accountant was set alight. (Camden 
Journal 30.5.80.) In May 1980 three white 
youths in East London were found guilty of 
arson attacks on an Asian family. (East 
London Advertiser 9.5.80.) In Hackney 
after repeated threats on their home, the 
Singh family had it set alight on 29 October. 
Black-owned stalls in Hackney’s Ridley 
Road market have been burned down, and 
another black family in the area, the 
Thomas’s had their front hall set alight. 
(East London Advertiser 13.2.81, Sunday 
Times 8.2.81.) The Pan African Centre in 


Dalston was set on fire by pouring an in- 
flammable liquid through the letter box and 
setting it alight. (Hackney Gazette 24.3.81.) 
Black families housed in ari East London 
customs house, had paraffin-soaked papers 
placed against the door which were set 
alight. (Newham Recorder 12.3.81.) 


Birmingham 

A fire-bomb is believed to have been the 
cause of an explosion in a classroom at Spr- 
ingfield Junior School, Sparkhill. The 33 
pupils, almost all Asian had left the room. 
(Daily Telegraph 7.3.81.) 


Sussex 


A black family in Brighton were driven 
from their home by repeated racist attacks 
which included burning paper being pushed 
through the letter box. (Evening Argus 
4.2.81.) An Indian take-away in Worthing 
had paraffin poured into the shop and set 
alight. (Worthing Gazette 11.3.81.) 


Rotherman 


An Asian family were forced to flee their 
flat when their shop below was gutted by 
fire. (The Star 2.2.81.) 


Aldershot 


Six fires have taken place on Asian-owned 
premises in the last 18 months. (Aldershot 
News 13.2.81.) 


